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Sam Houston State University Alma Mater

hail to sam houston,
school we love best,

mighty in battle,
true to the test.

Bearkats so loyal,
ever we’ll be.

orange and white will lead
Us to victory!

hail, alma mater
hats off to you,

ever you’ll find us
loyal and true;

firm and undaunted,
ever we’ll be,

here’s to the school we love
here’s a toast to thee.

(First verse by Allen R. Hightower III, sung at August 9, 2003 
commencement by composer: second verse, anonymous.)
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sam hoUston state University
CommenCement

may 2013

Bernard G. Johnson Coliseum

Presiding
Richard F. Eglsaer, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs

ProCessional

Pomp & Circumstance ............................SHSU Brass and Percussion Ensemble
Edward Elgar  Matthew McInturf, Conductor

Rebecca Grimes, Song Leader

The audience will stand for Posting of the Colors and remain standing respectfully until the 
ROTC Color Guard has exited the coliseum.

Posting of the Colors .............................................SHSU ROTC Color Guard

The Star-Spangled Banner ......................................Rebecca Grimes, Song Leader
Text: Francis Scott Key; Music: John Stafford Smith

Introduction of the Speaker .....................................................Dana L. Gibson
 President, Sam Houston State University

Commencement Address

Friday, May 10, 2013 ................................................................ Carolyn Faulk
CEO and President of A & C Plastics, President of Faulk Properties, 

and President of Marco Plastics 

Saturday, May 11, 2013 .............................................................Farouk Shami 
Founder and Chairman of Farouk Systems, Inc. 

Alma Mater ........................................................Rebecca Grimes, Song Leader 
Anonymous/Allen R. Hightower

Conferring of Degrees .............................................................Dana L. Gibson

Remarks to the Graduates ................................................... Susan S. Lenamon
President, Alumni Board of Directors

Auld Lang Syne ..................................................Rebecca Grimes , Song Leader
Robert Burns

reCessional

Rondeau .................................................SHSU Brass and Percussion Ensemble
Jean-Joseph Mouret Matthew McInturf, Conductor

Audience seated for Processional and Recessional
As a courtesy, please refrain from using noise makers during the graduation ceremony.
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Friday, May 10, 2013
Afternoon Ceremony

•	 College	of	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences.
•	 Dr.	Stanley	Kordinak	is	the	Mace	Bearer.
•	 Dr.	Donna	Desforges	will	introduce	the	graduates.

Friday, May 10, 2013
Evening Ceremony

•	 College	of	Education.
•	 Dr.	Sam	Sullivan	is	the	Mace	Bearer.
•	 Dr.	Barbara	Polnick	will	introduce	the	graduates.

Saturday, May 11, 2013
Morning Ceremony

•	 College	of	Fine	Arts	and	Mass	Communication,	
College of Sciences.

•	 Dr.	Nedom	Muns	is	the	Mace	Bearer.
•	 Tom	Prior	will	introduce	the	graduates.

Saturday, May 11, 2013
Afternoon Ceremony

•	 College	of	Business	Administration,
College of Criminal Justice.

•	 Dr.	Jerry	Dowling	is	the	Mace	Bearer.
•	 Dr.	Phillip	Lyons	will	introduce	the	graduates.

friday, may 10, 2013
Afternoon Ceremony

2:00 p.m.
College of Humanities and Social Sciences

The Platform Party enters first; the 
faculty enter in the following order:

 Commencement Speaker

saturday, may 11, 2013
Morning Ceremony

9:30 a.m.
College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication

College of Sciences

saturday, may 11, 2013
Afternoon Ceremony

2:30 p.m.
College of Business Administration

College of Criminal Justice

friday, may 10, 2013
Evening Ceremony

7:00 p.m.
College of Education

Carolyn faUlk
Carolyn Faulk is a successful 
Houston business woman, 
a community leader and a 
philanthropist. She currently 
serves as CEO and President of A 
& C Plastics, President of Faulk 
Properties, and President of Marco 
Plastics. Ms. Faulk is a lifetime 
Vice President of the Houston 
Livestock Rodeo, and the Founder 
of Faulk Foundations. Throughout 
her outstanding career, numerous 
honors have been awarded to Ms. 
Faulk, including Forbes 100 Most 
Powerful Women, Women Who 
Mean Business by Houston Business 
Journal and Entrepreneur of the 
Year by Ernst & Young. 

Ms. Faulk is a 1970 Sam Houston 
State University graduate with 
her Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration. After her 
graduation, she joined Schindler/
Cummings Real Estate Broker 
in Houston and stayed for three 
years. Venturing on her own with 
$5,000.00, she started Houston-
based A & C Plastics, Inc. By 
continually looking for ways to 
improve and by being involved in 
every aspect her company, she has 
prospered in a male-dominated 

industry. A & C Plastics is an 
international corporation and one 
of the nation’s largest distributors of 
sheet plastic.

Applying the same ingenuity as 
in her businesses, Ms. Faulk has 
flourished in her philanthropic 
endeavors. She has founded The 
Faulk Foundation, an organization 
that assists children or families with 
children who suffer from critical 
illness. Money is always necessary to 
operate an organization, but helping 
in ways other than financial is the 
basis of the Foundation’s philosophy 
of “solving the real problems that 
these families face through qualified 
giving.” Being involved closely with 
the family during their crisis is 
the goal of the Faulk Foundation. 
Assistance could entail medicine 
and medical supplies, rides to the 
grocery store, bill payments, food, 
clothing, toys, or furniture.

During Ms. Faulk’s journey through 
the Houston business world, she 
has become President of Marco 
Plastics which manufactures high 
quality, energy efficient windows 
for homes and businesses. She 
owns Faulk Properties, dealing only 
with Houston’s prime properties, 
and has worked for the Houston 
Independent School District. 
Ms. Faulk serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Houston Livestock 
Show & Rodeo and actively 
fundraises for the organization.

While achieving her success, Ms. 
Faulk has kept a “never give up 
attitude.” She often says, “If you 
believe in something, you can 
achieve it – and don’t allow anyone 
to convince you otherwise.” She 
views setbacks as opportunities to 
improve and to learn. Ms. Faulk’s 
never taking “no” for an answer 
Coupled with her easygoing Texan 
approach to life has contributed to 

faroUk shami
Farouk Shami is an entrepreneur, 
employer, manufacturer, 
humanitarian, avid environmentalist 
and problem solver. Currently, he is 
the founder and chairman of Farouk 
Systems, Inc. which manufactures 
BioSilk, SunGlitz and CHI hair 
styling products.

Originally, Shami came to America 
on a scholarship to study education. 
The year was 1965, and he had $71 
in his pocket. While attending the 
University of Arkansas, he worked 
part time at a hair salon. That is 
when he discovered his true calling 
as a stylist and eventually became a 
salon owner.

Mr. Shami’s environmental interest 
and entrepreneurial spirit was 
sparked in the mid-1980s. He had 
developed an allergy to ammonia, 
an ingredient in hair lightening 

her success in business and family. 
Ms. Faulk has two grown children, 
Katie and Brian, and is a member of 
Second Baptist Church in Houston. 
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 Guidelines for Guests
Commencement is a significant and solemn event, the recognition of years of 
study. To make it more meaningful to all guests, participants are requested to 
avoid all unnecessary conversation and movement during the exercises. 

Only the official photographer is allowed on the floor by the stage. After the 
graduate has crossed, guests may take pictures in the holding area adjacent to 
the stage.

Candidates will cross the stage as listed in the program.

Audience is asked to remain seated for processional and recessional.

As a courtesy, please refrain from using noise makers during the graduation 
ceremony. 

 

University Mace

The University Mace is symbolic of the authority of the Board of Regents, The Texas State University System, and the 
Office of the President of Sam Houston State University. The mace, used in academic convocations, is carried by the 
senior tenured faculty member of the University. The initial use of the University Mace at Sam Houston State University 
was on the occasion of the summer commencement on August 20, 1988.

The walnut staff is bound in brass and has a hexagonal head with inlays of pecan denoting the state tree and recessed brass 
medallions cast with designs for General Sam Houston, Austin Hall, Old Main, Bearkats, and the completion date of the 
mace. The walnut holder base or stall is six-sided to match the mace head.

The crown of the mace is a circular casting bearing the name of the University and the date of establishment, 1879. The 
center of the circle contains the state emblem, the lone star. Below the crown, the names of past University presidents 
and the dates of service are engraved on a brass collar.

The University Mace was designed and hand crafted by the late Charles R. Jedlicka, Associate Professor of Industrial 
Technology, who retired in 1989. 

and coloring products. Mr. Shami 
was advised by his doctor to find 
another industry in which to work. 
Instead of taking that advice, he 
developed an entirely new line 
of ammonia-free hair coloring 
products. 

The ammonia-free hair products 
were just the start of his vision 
of environmentally-friendly hair 
products. Mr. Shami has invented 
low EMF (electromagnetic field) 
hairdryers and a line of hair tools 
that contain nano silver. Using nano 
silver has made salons healthier 
for stylists and consumers by 
eliminating several hundred forms 
of bacteria.

In 2009, Mr. Shami moved his 
manufacturing plant to Houston 
creating over 1200 jobs in that year 
alone. He believes in American 
money staying in America to 
stimulate the economy. In an effort 
to create American jobs, he has 
moved previously outsourced jobs 
from foreign countries to America. 

Mr. Shami is a humanitarian who 
generously donates his time and 
money. He has donated to scores 
of charities and organizations and 
personally assisted with disaster 
relief on 9/11 and Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita and Ike. 

In addition to receiving numerous 
industry awards, Mr. Shami has 
received the American Patriot 
Award from the National Defense 
University, Businessman of the Year 
by the Apollo Alliance, the Arab 
American Businessman of the Year, 
and the 2003 Ameristar Award. He 
serves on the board of the National 
Defense University Foundation and 
the Greater Houston Partnership.

Mr. Shami and his wife, Izziah, 
have four grown children and nine 
grandchildren.
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Hood trim colors on doctoral regalia 
indicate the following fields:

Maize — Agriculture

White — Arts, Letters, Humanities

Drab — Commerce, Accountancy, 
Business

Lilac — Dentistry

Copper — Economics

Light Blue — Education

Orange — Engineering

Brown — Fine Arts, including 
Architecture

Russet — Forestry

Crimson — Journalism

Purple — Law

Lemon — Library Science

Green — Medicine

Pink — Music

Apricot — Nursing

Sea Foam Green — Optometry

Silver Gray — Oratory (Speech)

Olive Green — Pharmacy

Blue — Philosophy

Sage Green — Physical Education

Peacock Blue — Public 
Administration and Foreign 
Service

Salmon Pink — Public Health

Golden Yellow — Science

Cream — Social Science

Citron — Social Work

Scarlet — Theology

Gray — Veterinary Science

this practice. The bachelor’s gown 
is simple, with long pointed sleeves. 
The master’s gown will have either 
long sleeves with narrow wrist 
opening or long sleeves with the 
hand emerging from the sleeve at 
about elbow length. The doctor’s 
gown is fullest in cut; it has velvet 
panels down the front and around 
the neck, as well as three bars of the 
same material on the bell-shaped 
sleeves.

The hood indicates the level of 
the degree, the faculty in which it 
was given and the institution that 
granted it. Degree level is indicated 
by length: the master’s hood is three 
and a half feet long and the doctor’s 
hood is four feet long. The velvet 
trim on the exposed edge of the 
hood is three inches wide for the 
master’s degree and five inches wide 
for the doctor’s degree. The color of 
the trim indicates the field of study. 
A color, or color pattern, between 
the trim indicates the university 
granting the degree.

The academic costume worn at 
official functions today originated 
in the universities of the Middle 
Ages, when a warm gown and hood 
were useful for scholar and cleric 
in unheated buildings. By modern 
times, the growth in the number of 
universities caused a great deal of 
confusion in academic regalia and 
in 1894-95, a commission brought 
some order into the chaos. The 
American Council on Education 
subsequently effected more 
improvements in 1959-60.

The mortarboard cap, which 
generally prevails in the United 
States, originated at Oxford. 
Cambridge, European universities, 
and some Latin American 
universities use other types of caps, 
which are of course legitimate 
for wear in any American 
processional when the individual 
holds his degree from one of these 
institutions.

Gowns are generally black, although 
some few universities depart from 

Gonfalons
The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of Italy as an ensign of 
state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world as college or institutional insignias.

The six gonfalons displayed represent the six colleges of Sam Houston State University. The initial use of gonfalons at 
Sam Houston State University was on the occasion of the spring commencement on May 7, 1988.

Academic Regalia

College of Business Administration

The globe represents the international economy and the development of international trade and exchange. 
The handshake represents the human commitment to teamwork, leadership, diversity, and ethical business 
practices. The bar and line graphs represent the financial markets and the use of data in the pursuit of quality, 
efficiency and effectiveness.

College of Criminal Justice

The seal of the College of Criminal Justice includes a scale encircled by an oak bough and an olive branch. The 
scale represents the spirit of the Latin proverb, Jus est ars boni et aequi, Justice the art of the good and fair. 
The oak bough with 16 leaves symbolizes strength while the olive branch with 20 leaves represents peace. The 
number of leaves recalls the year, 1620, when the pilgrims signed the Mayflower Compact, the first American 
political document, whose purpose was to preserve order by means of the principle of rule of law.

College of Education

The departments in the College of Education are represented by the open book and the lamp of knowledge, 
which embody the value of literacy and education. The sage green represents the Department of Health and 
Kinesiology. The yellow represents Library Science. The royal blue at the bottom represents the Ph.D. degree. 
The light blue at the top signifies the Ed.D. degree, and is the hood color for education in general.

College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication

The hands hold and present the flame of human creativity. The blue radiant circle represents the dissemination 
of creative endeavor to the world at large. In these images the important meaning-making functions of the Fine 
Arts — Visual Art, Music, Theatre and Dance — are merged with the many modes of communication that are 
studied and practiced in the field of mass communication.

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences’ gonfalon symbolizes that life is shaped by learning, 
communications, and the human social experience. The quill connotes the importance of creative endeavors 
to human existence while the ruler along the rooftops illustrates a concern with the scientific method. The 
arched lines represent communication and its wide-reaching effects, hovering over the home, which emphasizes 
the importance of human bonds and of the family’s formative role for the individual. Overlooking all of the 
other symbols are four face profiles representing the celebration of the diversity that strengthens each of the 
disciplines within the college.

College of Sciences

The three columns represent the concept of civilization based on a knowledge of the sciences, humanities, 
and arts. The purple triangles around the edge represent the disciplines taught in the College of Sciences. The 
stepped levels represent the bachelor and master’s degree programs offered by the College of Sciences.
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 Baccalaureate Graduation with Special Recognition
Special recognition at graduation is provided to undergraduate students who compile outstanding academic records. Those graduates 
who have achieved undergraduate academic excellence at Sam Houston State University receive a gold cord at graduation to reflect 
this achievement plus an appropriate notation on their academic transcript. The gold cord indicates one of the following academic 
achievements: Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Cum Laude, With Academic Distinction, Alpha Chi, and Honors 
Program. (See NOTE below.)

Degrees conferred Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, and Summa Cum Laude reflect an outstanding Sam Houston State University 
grade point average with a minimum of thirty-two semester hours earned in residence (resident classroom instruction). The 
distinction and corresponding grade point averages are: Cum Laude — 3.50 to 3.66; Magna Cum Laude — 3.67 to 3.85; Summa 
Cum Laude — 3.86 to 4.00.

The Department Academic Distinction Program is an individualized learning experience available to outstanding students at Sam 
Houston State University. 
An Academic Distinction Program project provides qualified students with a comprehensive introduction to meaningful research 
under the guidance of a designated faculty advisor.

Alpha Chi, a national honor society organized to recognize and promote scholastic excellence, is open to all University seniors who 
accepted membership and have achieved a 3.6 or higher grade point average on all college-level course work.

Participation in the Honors College at Sam Houston State University is based on a competitive selection process and provides 
outstanding academic opportunities and distinct undergraduate college experiences. Upon successful completion of the 
requirements of the Honors College — twenty-four semester hours of Honors courses and two special seminars — the student’s 
academic transcript will indicate graduation “With Honors” and the student may wear an Honors medallion with academic regalia. 
To be designated as having graduated “With Highest Honors” the student must also successfully complete a special senior project 
involving original research and/or an effort of creative expression.

NOTE:  Semester credit hours earned in correspondence courses are not considered “resident classroom instruction” hours and are not used 
in determining the minimum semester credit hour requirement for academic honors: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Summa Cum 
Laude, Dean’s List, and President’s Honor Roll. However, the semester credit hours and grade points earned for correspondence courses are 
included in the calculation of the overall grade point average.

Veterans and Military Members
Sam Houston State University is proud to recognize its graduating Veterans and military members with a red, white, and blue 
regalia cord. The cord colors replicate those of our nation’s flag to denote the valor, excellence, and sacrifice these individuals have 
exemplified in their service to the United States Armed Forces. On behalf of the entire Sam Houston State University community, 
President Dana Gibson and the SHSU Administrative Officers extend their deepest gratitude and congratulations to these 
distinguished graduates.
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Honors Graduates

Jeremy Paul Olubukola Adebayo 1

Brian Samuel Allen 2

Holly Dougharty Allen 3

Rachel Leigh Allen 1, 4

Ross Eugene Allen 2

Derrick Noel Almeida 1

Carla Alexandra Alvarenga 1

Sandra Lee Amandola 3

Alexis Lenell Anderson 2

Allie Anderson 2

Monet Danielle Angell 1

Dusanka Armstrong 3

Jacob Tyler Arrington 2

Ashley M. Baker 5

Jordan Else Nicole Baker 3

Mayra Elizabeth Baltazar 2

Lynnette Barry 2

Stephanie Pauline Basiliere 4

Jilleen Alisha Bauer 3

Rebecca Ann Bell 3

Danielle Faith Bellamy 1

Stephanie Michelle Belt 1, 4

Kandace L. Betts 2

Laura Diane Biggers 1

Lyndsi Nicole Black 1

Jasmine Marie Boone 1

Tamara Lexy Boriack 3

Jacey Deniece Brake 1

Ada Iris Bravo 1

Kaylee Lynne Brazeel 1

Brandi Ann-Marie Brittain 3

McKinzie Alexis Brocail 1

Alissa Francies Brown 1, 5

Christopher Charles Brown 2

Donald Eugene Bruce II 1

Roy David Buendia 1

Melissa Jean Bunyard-Mills 2

Colby Howdy Burling 3

Hannah Leigh Burns 1

Katelin Rebecca Burton 3

Ryan Myles Byrne 2

Shenequa Sada Cachimbo 1

Zachary William Cadwallader 1

Brandi Chantillia Cannon 5

Ana K. Cano 3

Alexiah Symone Carter 1

Joslyn Ella’Mae Ceasar 2

Heather Renee Coats 2, 5, 6

Kelly Colmar Cogan 1

J. Andrew Colarusso 3

Hannah Marie Colvin 3

Kathryn Noelle Colvin 2

Kiersten Berdette Compofelice 1

Jennifer Leigh Compte 2

Joshua James Cornett 2

Adrienne Marie Couch 1

Devon Noelle Craft 4

Courtney Elise Craig 3

Gabriel Christian Craig 3

Taylor Alexis Crane 5

Cassandra Dawn Crawford 1

Lisa Marie Cummins 1

Ryan Joseph Dach 1

Amy Lea Dane 2, 4

Hannah Marie Daniel 3, 4

Angelica Delgado 4

Maria Gabriela Delgado 1

Justin Michael Dimmick 3

Jacob Pierce Dingle 2

Shannon Elizabeth Doerr 1

Amie Denise Duff 3, 4

Anna Cecelia Duke 1

Michael Aarash Ebrahimi 2

Kimberly Ann Eckermann 3

Jennifer Lynn Ellison 2

Katelynn Patricia Estes 1

Karyn Anne Eurich 2

Laurel Kathleen Fauster 3, 5, 6

Kelly Michelle Feagan 3

Jackson Thomas Felty 1

Lise Fischer 3

Amanda Kaye Fisher 2

Marlene Flores 2

Chelsea Marie Forthuber 1

Carlos Antonio Fraguela 3

Courtney Elizabeth Frakey 2

George Ernesto Garcia 3

Jessica Marie Garcia 1

Julian Roberto Garcia 1

Anjanette Jo Gardner 1

Matthew Thomas Garrow 6

Jonathan Garza 1

Patrick Grant Gervais 2

Daniel James Giedraitis 1

Katy M. Gipson 1

Lauren Nicole Goff 1

Audrey Lee Gomez 1

Gustavo Alonso Gomez 2

Nancy Gomez 1

Melissa Gomez Gonzales 2

Sierra Nicole Gonzales 1

Amanda Gage Graves 3

Julia C. Green 1

John Clinton Taylor Griffith 1

Kristen Michael Guillen 2

Aaron Nicholas Gutierrez 1

Adriana Gutierrez 1

Jamie Lee Haas 1

Elizabeth Ann Hartley 2

Johnathan Olajawon Hawkins 1

Kaylee Arkeisha-Jana Hawkins 1

Rachel Marie Helmcamp 1

Mariel Heredia 1

Capri Alyse Hernandez 2, 4

Maria Jazmin Hernandez 1

Stephanie Angelica Hernandez 1

Laura Sofia Herran 2

Alyssa Faye Hinchman 3

Taylor Emanuélle Hodge 3

Arnold Erwin Holan Jr. 3

Clarissa Rees Hooper 2

Kelly Lorraine Hooper 1

Dena Ruth Horne 4

Drew Edward Hunnicutt 1

Christina Juliet Huston 4

Emily Reñee Janicek 1

J. Storme Jannise 3

Patricia L. Jenkins 1

Jordon Miller Jeter 1, 4

Cecily Suzanne Johnson 4

Michael Johnson 1

Stephen Randall Johnson 1

Dylan Ray Jones 2

Tori Alyssa Junco 2

Alicia L. Jurek 2, 5

Amanda Marie Kelso 1

Zackary Paul Kenna 1

Susan Pendley Kier 2

Lauryn Nicole Kunning 2

Joeshua Terence Ladouceur 2

Kamal Lamichhane 1, 4

Amy Marie Law 2

Forrest A. LeBlanc 1, 4

Traci Elaine Lee 2

Heather Christine Lemieux 2

Caitlin Grace LeVine 1

Macey Paige Levy 2

Kaitlin Elizabeth Loewen 1

Brittany Lynn Long 2

Samantha Dawn Lowen 1

Jacob M. Luna 2, 4

Gregory Michael Maloney 1

Julie Nicole Mannella 1

James Lee Marek 1

Deisy B. Martinez 1

George Allen Mattingly ll 2

Robert Edward Matus lll 2

Alexandra Nicole McCloskey 1

Hannah Rebecca McCoy 3

Lacey Marie McCoy 2

Emily Nichole McDaniel 2, 4

Megan Leigh McFarland 2

Walter Ray McIntosh III 1

Kristofer J. Mc Kee 3

Colleen Adaire Mc Kinney 3, 4

Steven Michael McKenzie 1

Brittany Amber McLeod 3

Hunter L. Mc Leod 1

Chelsea Nichole Mc Queen 2

Adrianna Medina 1

Maria Roxana Medrano 2

Whitney Marie Meissner 1

Alma Rosa Melendez 1

Drew Milburn 1

Lake Ernest Minwell 3

Meredith Lee Mohr 4

Stacey Autumn Monks 3

Helen Renee Schultz 2

Thilo Schumacher 1, 4

Tara Koryn Shackelford 4

Noel Clinton Shaver 3

Chiquita Shenea Sherman 1

Ashley Ara Shirani 1

Kashalon Janae’ Sigers 1

Paul Bryan Sims 1

Mark A. Slaughter 1

Donald David Smith lll 2

Leslie Michelle Smith 1

McKenzie Tatum Smith 1, 5

Zachary Ryan Smith 2

Zoe Sommers 3, 5

Agnieszka Jadwiga Stelmach 3

Brooke Baxley Stevens 2

Sarah Katherine St.John 3

Barbara Yvonne Sullivan 1

Valerie Faye Svoboda 3

Jennifer Maree Swenson 3

Michael Seigfried Szczepanik 2

Lindsey Nicole Teggeman 2, 6

Morgan Elizabeth Thomas 2

Rowina Lizelle Torres 2

Anthony Michael Travalent 3

Ali Allise Trojacek 2

Colton Trey Turner 2

Courtney Rae Twining 1

Kasey Michael Ullrich 2

Amber Nicole Valdes 2

Michael Lee Van Gorp 1, 4

Ginger Grace Vann 1, 5

Robin Lynn Van Zandt 1

Jeanette Vasquez 1

Scott Andrew Vautrain 2

Nataly Vela 1

Maria Antonia Vera 1

Magen Marie Verkinnes 1

Ashlyn Michelle Voigt 1

Eric William Walley 2

Tucker Joseph Watkins 3, 4

Lindsey Edith Weems 1

Samantha Lynn Weidner 2

Tyler Scott Werner 2

Stacy Irene Wheeler 2

Allyson Leigh Wiley 3

Aubrey Elizabeth Williams 1

Jessica Nichole Winborn 2, 4, 6

Sarah Elise Winzenried 1

Kyle Andrew Witty 2

Laura Elise Wood 2

Daniel Alan Wrentz 2

Alexander Robert Wroski 1

Joshua Kent Yates 2, 5

Damian C. Zabava 1

Jenny Lynn Zoch 3

Khida Amin Zoubi 1

numerals denote academic honors as of the 12th Class day of spring 2013.
1, 2, 3 = Cum laude, magna Cum laude, summa Cum laude
4, 5 = with honors/honors College, with highest honors/honors College
6 = with academic distinction in an academic discipline.

First Faculty and Student Body of Sam Houston in 1880.

Erica Rae Morgan 1

Ashley V. Morris 1

Megan Melissa Mounce 1

Thomas Michael Muhle 1

Chelsea Kay Muller 1

Mayra Munoz 2

Meghan Haley Musk 2

Catherine M. Nava 1

Maelani Nicole Negrito 1, 4, 6

Christopher Michael Noack 1

Plamen Georgiev Novakov 3, 5

Krystina Danielle O’Bryant 1

Gregory James Olson 1

Jessica Kalie Ontiveros 2

Amanda Michelle Ortegon 2

Daniela Francisca Ortiz 1, 5

Zeke Zachariah Osborn 2

Angel Daniel Ostorva 2

James William Padgett 2

Tara Danielle Palacios 2

Marea Nicole Pappas 2, 4

Samantha Erica Patterson 2

Reynaldo Paz Jr. 1

Eric Kim Percival 3

Steven Gregory Perry 1, 5

Jarod Michael Phillips 1

Lauren Ashlee Phillips 1

Max English Pierce 3

Lindsey Renee Pigg 1

Ashley Nicole Pike 5

MaKenzie Taylor Pope 1

Anya Sergey Povarenkina 3, 4

Ashleigh Frances Powell 1

Ashley Camille Pruett 1

Christie Renee Pruett 1

Meghan Elizabeth Purcell 3, 4

Adrienne Leah Quinn 1

Ricardo A. Quintero 1

Brooke Marie Raesner 3

William Anthony Rainey 1

Rachel Ashlee Ray 3

Sarah Elizabeth Ray 3

Melissa Ann Rekieta 1

Christina Marie Reynolds 1

Michelle K. Richmond 2

Christine Maria Rivers 1

Savannah Rivers 1

Adam Lewis Robinson 1

Mayra Danielle Rojas 1

Travis Neil Roland 1

Evan Michael Romero 1

Michael Joseph Ruggeri 1

Rebecca Lorraine Russell 2

April Rachelle Salazar 1

Christine Ann Sanders 1

Jesus Alberto Sayago 1

Alice Diane Scarboro 2

Michael Ryan Schaer 3

Amanda Kaye Schulte 3



10  11

Reflections of Sam Houston
Although Texas escaped much of 
the destruction wreaked on the 
rest of the Confederacy during the 
Civil War, its public school system 
remained badly underdeveloped, 
and education reformers expressed 
anxiety about illiteracy rates among 
former slaves as well as among poor 
whites. In 1878-1879, with the 
political tumult of Reconstruction 
subsiding, a representative of the 
Peabody Education Fund visited 
Texas hoping to convince the state 
legislature to establish a public 
institution to train school teachers. 
George Peabody, a wealthy cotton 
broker and banker, had endowed 
the philanthropy with money 
and a mission to “encourage the 
intellectual, moral, and industrial 
education of the destitute children 
of the Southern States.” The 
fund offered to help subsidize a 
state-controlled teacher training 
institution, and in 1879, the state 
legislature acted upon the suggestion, 
establishing in Walker County the 
Sam Houston Normal Institute, 
named after Sam Houston, the hero 
of the Battle of San Jacinto and first 
president of the Republic of Texas, 
who had called Huntsville his home. 
The institute moved into buildings 
abandoned by Austin College, which 
had relocated to Sherman, Texas, 
three years earlier.

The state legislature offered free 
tuition, laundry, room, and 
board to select students willing to 
become public school teachers after 
graduation. They promised to teach 
one year for each year of assistance 
received. Under the direction of 
Principal Bernard Mellon, who 
reported to the state board of 
education, the Sam Houston Normal 
Institute opened on October 10, 
1879, with a curriculum composed 
of professional and pedagogy courses. 

Students were admitted on the basis 
of competitive examinations and 
hailed from each senatorial district in 
the state. The first commencement 
of May 1880 included thirty-seven 
graduates followed by fifty-five 
graduates in 1881. Enrollment 
continued to increase steadily and 
in 1923 reached a total of 1,089 
students taught by fifty-six faculty 
members.

Consistent with educational values 
emerging in the United States 
during the Progressive Era, the Sam 
Houston curriculum expanded in 
1909 beyond teacher education to 
include home economics, industrial 
training, and vocational agriculture. 
In 1911, the state legislature 
established a board of regents to 
govern the Sam Houston Normal 
Institute and authorized a four-year 
curriculum leading to a Bachelor of 
Arts degree. The first B.A. degree 
was conferred in 1919. Taking into 
account the more diverse curriculum 
and broader role and scope, the 

board of regents in 1923 christened 
the institution Sam Houston State 
Teacher’s College, although at the 
time none of the faculty had earned 
the Ph.D. degree. During the next 
five years, President H. F. Estill hired 
four new faculty members with 
doctoral degrees.

In 1935, Sam Houston further 
transcended its teacher training 
mission. The board of regents had 
authorized bachelor’s degrees in 
business administration, and the first 
graduates received diplomas in the 
spring of 1937. The bicentennial of 
Texas independence in 1936 had 
also occasioned establishment of the 
Sam Houston Memorial Museum 
as an affiliate of Sam Houston 
State Teacher’s College, and the 
board of regents had authorized a 
graduate program, which produced 
three Master of Arts degrees in 
1937. Sam Houston’s president, 
Charles N. Shaver, then decided 
that the curriculum also needed 
to be expanded to accommodate 

the needs of students interested in 
pursuing postgraduate training in 
law, dentistry, and medicine, and 
in 1938-1939, he added advanced 
undergraduate courses in biology, 
chemistry, physics, English, 
government, and history. In the fall 
of 1938, Sam Houston enrolled 
1,112 students.

Enrollment took a hit in 1942, 
however, when World War II drew so 
many young men and women into 
the military and defense industries. 
In the fall semester of 1942, less than 
a year after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, total student enrollment 
at Sam Houston had plunged to 
786 students. Following the war’s 
conclusion Congress passed the G.I. 
Bill in 1946, making it financially 
easier for veterans to enroll in college. 
As a result student numbers climbed 
and Sam Houston enrolled more 
than 1,100 students that year. 

Worried about housing so many new 
students, Sam Houston acquired 
837 acres of land formerly used as a 
prisoner-of-war camp for German 
POWs. “Country Campus,” as it 
became known, was located about 
ten miles north of Huntsville 
on Highway 19. Two years later, 
enrollment reached 2,410 students, 
of whom more than 1,000 were 
veterans. The faculty consisted of 
fifty men and women.

In 1950, Harmon Lowman, who had 
been Sam Houston’s president since 
1946, negotiated a deal to acquire 
a used, 1,075-ton refrigeration 
system. Installation of the unit 
and construction of the duct work 
necessary to make it operational 
consumed several years, but the 
project’s completion rendered Sam 
Houston the first and only fully air-
conditioned college in the United 
States. Summer school enrollment 
immediately increased, however, the 
outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 
slowed enrollment once again, and 

in 1952, Sam Houston began to 
sponsor a Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (ROTC) unit. Because 
ROTC was mandatory, more than 
half of all male students were active 
in the program, which helped set 
the tone for campus social life. 
The broadening of Sam Houston’s 
mission also produced changes in 
the profile of college graduates. In 
1960, more than one quarter of Sam 
Houston students majored in fields 
other than teacher education.

In 1964-1965, Sam Houston State 
Teacher’s College experienced three 
changes that would significantly 
reshape its future reputation. 
President Arleigh Templeton, who 
had succeeded Harmon Lowman 
in 1964, added research to faculty 
responsibilities; 259 people now 
had the charge to teaching and 
to produce new knowledge. 
Additionally, in response to the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, Sam Houston 
ended its eighty-three year-old 
policy of denying admission to 
African Americans. John Patrick, 
valedictorian of Huntsville’s Sam 
Houston High School, subsequently 
matriculated as Sam Houston’s 
first African-American student. 
Furthermore, the state legislature 
established on campus the Institute 
of Contemporary Corrections and 
Behavioral Sciences, whose criminal 
justice program was destined to 
generate national recognition. 
Enrollment in 1964 reached 5,738 
students, and Sam Houston no 
longer served the monolithic mission 
of teacher education. Because the 
college offered nine degrees in 
twenty-seven subject areas, including 
four graduate degrees, the legislature 
designated it Sam Houston State 
College. In 1969, when enrollment 
reached 8,594, with 350 faculty 
members, the state legislature acted 
again, and Sam Houston State 
College became Sam Houston State 
University.

During the next four decades, under 
the leadership of Presidents Elliot 
T. Bowers, Martin J. Anisman, 
Bobby K. Marks, and James F. 
Gaertner, Sam Houston State 
University continued to grow — in 
size, mission, and reputation. By 
the fall of 2010, when Dr. Dana 
Gibson inherited the mantle of the 
president’s office, the university 
offered to its 17,200 plus students a 
total of seventy-nine undergraduate 
degree programs, fifty-four master’s 
degree programs, and doctoral 
programs in Criminal Justice, 
Educational Leadership, Counselor 
Education, Clinical Psychology, and 
Reading. The university had become, 
in the words of CBS News anchor 
Dan Rather, its most well-known 
alumnus, a gem in Texas higher 
education.

“For all the changes, for all the 
expansion of infrastructure, mission, 
and educational ambition,” Rather 
said, “people have been Sam 
Houston’s constant. The names and 
faces change, but the spirit they have 
brought to and taken away from 
Huntsville, Texas remains the same. 
People are Sam Houston’s strength, 
and so long as that is true, the college 
I knew and that today’s students 
know will be, in the ways that matter 
most, one and the same.” 

1890
Construction of Old Main is completed.

Sam Houston Normal Institute is established. 1879 

Old Main building in 1895.

1919 Student Army Training Corp.

1891
Henry C. Pritchett becomes the first head of Sam Houston to hold the title “President.”
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1911 

First Sam Houston football team is formed.
1913 
The Houstonian school newspaper is first published on campus.

1902 
Sam becomes the first higher education institution in Texas to have a library building.

Master Degree Candidates
John Douglas Allen, MS
Matthew Craig Anderson, MS
Robert Christopher Billings, MS
Laurie Dee Black, MBA
Ryan Thomas Bridges, MBA
Steven Lane Bruce, MBA
Ashley Corena Brumfield, MS
Caleb Wesley Chisum, MBA
Mayra De León, MS
Michael Tanner Dixon, MBA
Margo Elfreda Evans, MBA
Randi Lynn Fallis, MBA
Jiali Gan, MBA
Shay Bradford Hanson, MBA
Jordan Ann Harrison, MBA
Thomas Andrew Hollingsworth, MS
Caley Michelle Jeter, MS
Blaine Dylan Konkel, MBA
Samnang Lulu Koy, MBA
Ashley Simone Lockhart, MBA
Kymberly Joy Loving, MBA
Shannon Elizabeth Mc Connell, MBA
Nicholas Ryan McKelvey, MS

Tamara Lexy Boriack, BBA
Jessica Lynn Borth, BBA
Jesse Garrett Bostick, BBA
Jessica Ann Boyle, BBA
Joshua Arthur Bradford, BBA
Zachary Dale Bragg, BBA
Megan Alyssa Bretz, BBA
Ryan Matthew Briggs, BBA
Jason Allen Brown, BBA
Jordon Eugene Brown, BBA
Benjamin Corey Bultman, BBA
Cort Michael Cacicio, BBA
JaCola Simone Caldwell, BBA
Amelia Knox Camp, BBA
Katherine R. Campos, BBA
David Cole Canady, BBA
Ana K. Cano, BBA
Michael Ray Carr, BBA
Taylor Scott Carruth, BBA
Buckley Jamison Carson, BBA
Clark Carter Cash, BBA
Claudia Elena Castillo, BBA
Schbrea Jonae Cauley, BBA
Joshua Henry Chisum, BBA
Shelly K. Christian, BBA
Kristopher James Cicero, BBA
Jonathon James Clair, BBA
Nelson Reed Clark, BBA
Samantha Lynn Clubb, BBA
Isaac Lloyd Crawford, BBA
Logan Michael Crawford, BBA
Paden Ellis Crow, BBA
Angelica Delgado, BBA
Vincent Michael Delgado, BBA
Steven Wayne Denton, BBA
Anita Dhakal, BBA
Nicole Lynn DiDonato, BBA
Jacob Pierce Dingle, BBA
Justin Wayne Dobbins, BBA
Daniel Lee Dodds, BBA
Thaddeus A.C. Dryden, BBA
Nadezhda Dubyanskaya, BBA
Timothy Darnell Dupree, BBA
Kimberly English Duval, BBA
Artis James Edwards Jr., BBA
Steven Ray Edwards Jr., BBA
Milton Levan Emerson, BBA
Olivia Fabiola Estrada, BBA
Jeffery Steven Figge, BBA
Jeffery Lynn Fisher Jr., BBA
Travis Bond Flipse, BBA
Chloe Marie Flowers, BBA
Leanne Floyd, BBA
Michael Lynn Folse, BBA

Anna Marie Forte, BBA
Russell James Foxx, BBA
Christopher Daniel Fregia, BBA
Kevin Michael Frugé, BBA
L. Hayli Furstenfeld, BBA
Jonathan Alexander Garcia, BBA
Julian Roberto Garcia, BBA
Nicole Salene Garrett, BBA
Marcus A. Garza, BBA
Brendan Michael Gawronski, BBA
Patrick Grant Gervais, BBA
Biswas Ghimire, BBA
Sanket Ghimire, BBA
Matt Ryan Gilbert, BBA
Stanford Damon Glasco, BBA
Eric Darryl Glover Jr., BBA
Alan Kurt Godso Jr., BBA
Justin Patrick Golden, BBA
Allana Jatrice Good, BBA
Edward Livingston Graham, BBA
Kyle Thomas Gregory, BBA
Marcus Ray Griffin, BBA
Kristopher L. Gruver, BBA
Adriana Gutierrez, BBA
Isidro Gutierrez, BBA
Jamie Lee Haas, BBA
Nicholas Allen Haley, BBA
Rebecca Baker Hanna, BBA
Jessica Marie Harrison, BBA
Christopher Shane Hassler, BBA
Kaylee Arkeisha-Jana Hawkins, BBA
Chelsea Kaylen Hayes, BBA
Justin Joseph Haynes, BBA
Paul Nelson Head, BBA
Nicholas Thomas Hester, BBA
Crystal Diane Hill, BBA
Bryan James Hilpert, BBA
Kayla Lynn Hodson, BBA
Arnold Erwin Holan Jr., BBA
Nyko Xavier Holiday, BBA
Benjamin Nathaniel Holovacs, BBA
Agiano Pamela Horace, BBA
Kelsey Marie Hudgens, BBA
David Jacob Imwalle, BBA
Matthew Dale Ison, BBA
Jamie Kellie Jackson, BBA
Jordan Henry Jackson, BBA
Joycelyn Lenae Jackson, BBA
Luke Ryan Jackson, BBA
Sherry Schlageter Jackson, BBA
Teshawna R. Jackson, BBA
Jordan Alvin James, BBA
Gerardo Jasso, BBA
Hannah Joy Jenney, BBA

Jonathan Lund Jeude, BBA
Anna Marie Johnson, BBA
Cherissa Lynae Johnson, BBA
Mya Lynn Johnson, BBA
Silvertree Brayboy Jones, BBA
Quinn James Kauffman, BBA
Jenna Michelle Kearney, BBA
Melissa Jean Keeton, BBA
David Patrick Kelley, BBA
Sagar Khatri, BBA
Amanda Marie Knowles, BBA
Brad D. Koenig, BBA
Leeza Koirala, BBA
Ryan Paul Korenek, BBA
Ashleigh Alissa Kraatz, BBA
John August Krause, BBA
Christine Nicole Kubeczka, BBA
Matthew David Lane, BBA
Alyssa Patrice Larke, BBA
Scott Jared Leax, BBA
Nicholas Stewart Lehmann, BBA
Jill Suzanne Leiber, BBA
Stacey K. Lenahan, BBA
Joseph Ray Lesak, BBA
Nickolas John Levantino, BBA
Shannon Marie Lewis, BBA
William Thomas Light lll, BBA
Brianna R. Long, BBA
Jamison Louis Lookofsky, BBA
Enrique Lopez Jr., BBA
Nathan Randall Lowe, BBA
Shaun Andrew Lyman Cavnar, BBA
Kyle Bradford Lynch, BBA
Jeremy Maldonado, BBA
Julie Nicole Mannella, BBA

College of Business Administration

College of
BUsiness administration
Dr. Mitchell J. Muehsam, Dean

  Congratulations. The faculty and staff of the College of Business Administration 
are proud of you and are pleased to welcome you to our family of Bearkat alumni. 
We are confident that the knowledge and skill sets you have acquired will serve you 
well in your future endeavors. Just as important, the personal traits that contributed 
to your success at Sam Houston State University will continue to play a prominent 
role in your life. Your ability to learn, your work ethic, your willingness to be a 
productive member of a team, your acceptance of constructive criticism, and your 
communication and interpersonal skills will serve as a solid foundation for a successful 
career.
  Today’s commencement marks the end of one journey and the beginning of 
another. As you pursue your professional dreams, please remember to seek a balance in 
your life and pursue excellence. The pursuit of excellence will provide you with many 
opportunities to position yourself to help your family, friends, and society as well as 
gain financial independence. 
  Sam Houston is a great name in education and we are proud that you have 
joined the thousands of quality graduates who are now fulfilling their dreams. Please 
stay in contact with us and the many friends you have made during your time at 
SHSU. The faculty and staff of the College of Business Administration congratulate 
you on this significant milestone.

Dr. Mitchell J. Muehsam, Dean

 
 

Christopher Irwin McMillan, MS
Blake Daniel McNicoll, MBA
Lori A. Mendel, MBA
Jennifer Amanda Mohler, MS
Brian Patrick Nelson, MBA
Crystal Machae Perry, MBA
Kimberly Marie Piper, MBA
Jennifer Beth Pless, MBA
Jennifer Rhea Pluff, MBA
Jacobus Gatzes Jan Rienstra, MS
David Wayne Rosebush, MBA
Dwight Donnell Sneed Jr., MBA
Randy Charles Stewart, MS
Nichole Marie Watkins, MBA
James Paul Williams Jr., MBA
Ross Laurence Williams, MBA
Heather Rose Wilson, MBA

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Michael W. Adams, BBA
Jeremy Paul Olubukola Adebayo, BBA
Mir A. Ahsan, BBA
Anthony Joseph Airola, BBA

Juan Fernando Alatorre, BBA
James Allen Alexander, BBA
Deidra Latrice Allen, BBA
Rachel Leigh Allen, BBA
Carolina Arvizu, BBA
Cordarrel B. Avery, BBA
David E. Banos, BBA
Allison Claire Barnett, BBA
Oscar Miguel Barquet, BBA
Danielle Nicole Bassett, BBA
Kevin Joseph Beck, BBA
Allie Rose Beeman, BBA
Charmaine Gabrielle Bellard, BBA
Aldin Bellinfantie, BBA
Victoria Lynn Benavidez, BBA
Sharad Bhattarai, BBA
Amanda Katherine Biega, BBA
Denise Mone't Bingley, BBA
Darryl Scott Birdsong II, BBA
Brittney Lynn Bishop, BBA
Ram K. Bishunkhe, BBA
Shane Scott Black, BBA
Allyssa Leshae Bogan, BBA
Richard Michael Boone, BBA

Sam Houston State University is known 
for a diverse student body and friendly 
atmosphere.
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1923 
Name changes to Sam Houston Teachers College.

1918 
First Student Army Training Corp formed.

1919 
SHSU begins awarding bachelor’s degrees.

Ashlee R. Mansaw, BBA
Kaitlyn Marie Marshall, BBA
Deisy B. Martinez, BBA
Kayla Nashay Maxey, BBA
Lacey Marie McCoy, BBA
Sarah Beth Mc Creary, BBA
Megan Leigh McFarland, BBA
Francelia McKnight, BBA
Marc D. Mc Murray, BBA
Edward Ryan Meadows, BBA
Evan Kurtz Meikle, BBA
Phillip Paul Mikolon, BBA
Drew Milburn, BBA
Kelsea Taylor Miles, BBA
Justin Allen Morgan, BBA
Ashley V. Morris, BBA
Malory Alice Moyer, BBA
Joshua Luke Naylor, BBA
Philip Eugene Nelson lll, BBA
Nicholas George Nevins, BBA
Marcus K. Nickson, BBA
Joshua Dean Niemeyer, BBA
Garrett Scott Nobles, BBA
Conley Everett Norris, BBA
Justin Taylor Norris, BBA
Janet Yadira Ochoa, BBA
Ikechukwu Azunda Okpobiri, BBA
Kelsee Bennell Oliphant, BBA
Ivan Orantes Jr., BBA
Angel Daniel Ostorva, BBA
Kiran Panta, BBA
Marea Nicole Pappas, BBA
Christina Marie Parker, BBA
Reynaldo Paz Jr., BBA
John David Pellerito, BBA
Elizabeth Hope Perez, BBA
Larry D. Perkins Jr., BBA
Erin Nicole Perry, BBA
Bryan Taylor Pfeffer, BBA
Marlen Keith Pickney, BBA
Jacob Harley Poe, BBA
Anya Sergey Povarenkina, BBA
Ashleigh Frances Powell, BBA
Sheena Renã Elizabeth Prata, BBA
Ashley Camille Pruett, BBA
Reena Pun, BBA
Sean Michael Rau, BBA
Alicia Ann Raub, BBA
Tim Schoen Redden, BBA
Daniel Lynn Reese, BBA
Felicia Ann Reyes, BBA
Kimberly Reyes, BBA
Nancy Evelyn Reyes, BBA
Steven James Rice, BBA

College of Business Administration

Joseph Gerald Richardson, BBA
Juliet Rico Baldobino, BBA
Haley Elizabeth Riley, BBA
Troy James Roberson ll, BBA
Christopher Roy Rodriguez, BBA
Daniel Robert Rodriguez, BBA
Evan Michael Romero, BBA
Heather Lynn Ross, BBA
Michael Joseph Ruggeri, BBA
Michelle Karen Sanchez, BBA
Binayas Sapkota, BBA
Joy Nicole Sapp, BBA
Matthew James Scadden, BBA
Lauren Lindsay Schultz, BBA
Thilo Schumacher, BBA
Noel Clinton Shaver, BBA
Brianna Chardonnae Shaw, BBA
Shimara Nicole Shotwell, BBA
Bryan C. Simpson, BBA
Joseph Don Fischer Slape, BBA
Jasean Edward Anthony Slusher, BBA
Shenita M. Sneed, BBA
Jason B. Sonby, BBA
Britton Scott Springfield, BBA
Matthew Christopher St. Amour, BBA
Robert Malcom Stanton, BBA
Ashlee Kristine Starr, BBA
Bennett Christopher Steil, BBA
Sarah Katherine St.John, BBA
Korie Lorraine Strawder, BBA
Barbara Yvonne Sullivan, BBA
Tyler Aaron Sullivan, BBA
Brian Thomas Swansiger, BBA
Christopher Ryan Teich, BBA
Jacormick Raneil Thirdgood, BBA

Douglas Vance Thomas, BBA
Harley Marie Thomas, BBA
My Phuong Thi Tran, BBA
Jessica Anne Truchard, BBA
Colton Trey Turner, BBA
Jon Joseph Turner ll, BBA
Claudia Vasquez, BBA
Jeanette Vasquez, BBA
Shelley Lucretia Veasey, BBA
Victoria Guadalupe Velasquez, BBA
Hope Katherine Viator, BBA
Taylor Lee Vickers, BBA
Amanda Marie Vickrey, BBA
George Douglas Walker ll, BBA
Gina-Marissa Leigh Walsh, BBA
Samantha Lynn Weidner, BBA
Zachary Eli West, BBA
Weldon Travers Whitt, BBA
Dustin Ty Wilkinson, BBA
Mollie Renee Willard, BBA
Jennifer Marline Williams, BBA
Matthew Ladarius Williams, BBA
Nancy Grace Wills, BBA
Hayden Lee Wilson, BBA
Sarah Elise Winzenried, BBA
Wesley Morgan Wright, BBA
Deon DeWayne Wyatt, BBA
Natalie Michelle Young, BBA
Ian Michael Zerbe, BBA
Jerrett Clint Zoch, BBA
Rachel Rene Wiseman, BBA
Clifford Anthony Worsham, BBA
Justin A. Wright, BBA
Matthew Craig Wright, BBA
Khristopher David Zimmerman, BBA

College of
Criminal JUstiCe
Dr. Vincent J. Webb, Dean

  Congratulations. Today is a day you will always remember. I salute you and 
recognize you for your efforts that led to achieving this important milestone. 
  You have been born into an age of extraordinary possibilities, and you hold the 
key to a bright future with the use of your many talents and capabilities. This is not 
to say that your lives will always be easy — even the most successful people struggle 
at times. Please take comfort in the fact that professionally there is no single path to 
success, but there are many paths and I am confident that you will find the one that 
serves you best.
  Whatever career path you choose or wherever your career leads you I hope you 
will always seek to gain knowledge, for as the “old adage” says — knowledge is power. 
And, to quote Benjamin Franklin, “An investment in knowledge always pays the best 
interest.” 
  I also want to thank your parents, friends, relatives, and loved ones who have 
been there for you as you have worked toward this achievement. 
  As you transition into the next phase of your life, I wish you happiness and 
success in all your future endeavors. I hope the College of Criminal Justice remains an 
important part of your lives. 

Dr. Vincent J. Webb, Dean

D octor of P hilosophy
milton C. hill
Dissertation Title: Examining the Influence of Religious Attendance and Religiosity on 
Adolescent and Adult Substance Use: A Longitudinal Study Utilizing a National Sample 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Scott Menard

yingyos leechaianan
Dissertation Title: Public Confidence in Legal Authorities: An Analysis of Individual-Level and 
Country-Level Variables in an International Perspective
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Dennis R. Longmire

matthew C. matusiak
Dissertation Title: The Dimensionality and Effect of Institutional Environment upon Police Leaders
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. William R. King

david a. rembert
Dissertation Title: The Utility of the Positive Achievement Change Tool in Predicting Assault 
among State Committed Youths
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Dennis Longmire

Pierre m rivolta
Dissertation Title: Pretrial Diversion for First-Time DWI Offenders? An Evaluation of the 
‘Divert” Program
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Janet L Mullings

The Peabody Memorial Library (current day) was the first library built at a Texas higher education 
institution.

Many SHSU graduates decorate their caps 
with messages to family and friends.
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1936 

Graduate programs are offered for the first time.
1937 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, speaks on campus.

1928
Construction of the Estill Library is completed.

College of Criminal Justice

Master Degree Candidates
Benita Lynn Ayala, MS
Sarah Elizabeth Bahlmann, MS
Cassandra L. Campelli, MS
Brittany Elizabeth Disiere, MS
Jack Lee Fiedler Jr., MS
Michael Delane Hamlin, MS
Paige Lauren Hinners, MS
Jane Elizabeth Irwin, MS
Jason Alan Johnson, MS
Anthony Thomas Jones, MS
Tiffany Lynn McCann, MS
Melissa Lynette McCracken, MS
Brandy Rachelle Neese, MS
Tracie Darnell Resendez, MA
Laura Marie Rossman, MS
Thomas Lee Sanders, MS
Thad Lee Sarton, MS
Michael Steven Schultz, MS
Sara Briana Simmons, MA
Sarah Elizabeth Sims, MS
Michael J. Smith, MS
Joseph Stout Snyder, MS
Jacqueline Nicole Tallerico, MS
Michael Alan Truitt, MS
Kendell DeWayne Wellman, MS
Karolyn Drisdale Williams, MS
Jesus Manuel Zavala, MS

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Ashley Ann Adams, BS
Donesha Latae Albrow, BS
Michael Christopher Allen, BS
Ross Eugene Allen, BS
Tyler Dee Allen, BS
Ethan Kord Allison, BA
Jennifer Nicole Alsbury, BS
Carla Alexandra Alvarenga, BA
Gerrick Jarrell Anderson, BS
Jennifer Anderson, BA
Shannae Nicole Anderson, BS
Susan Janelly Andrade, BS
Ifeanyichukwu A. Ashibuogwu, BS
Jose Luis Auz, BA
Brittany Lynn Averitt, BS posthumous award
Shalester Trimeque Bacon, BS
Quinton Edward Bagley, BA
Soniel Barbosa ll, BA
Justin Douglas Barnett, BS
Juliana Andrea Barreto, BA
Dina K. Bevers, BS
Elizabeth Janira Blanco, BA
Daniel Robert Bless, BA

Jonathan Wayne Faught, BS
Laurel Kathleen Fauster, BS
Jackson Thomas Felty, BS
Gary Dewayne Fields Jr., BS
David Lee Fincher Jr, BS
Lise Fischer, BA
Elliott Christopher Flint, BS
Core Jarib Flores, BA
Ricardo Flores, BA
Chelsea Marie Forthuber, BA
Travis Robert Fredericksen, BS
Nicholas Njiru Gachie, BS
Patrick Joseph Gallagher, BS
Jose Ignacio Garcia, BA
Jonathan Garza, BS
Thomas Aaron Givens, BS
Zachary Wayne Gladden, BS
Jonathan Wallace Gomez, BA
Ernest Adam Gonzales, BA
Esau Gonzales, BA
Brittany Raye Gonzalez, BA
Auriel Camille Gordon, BS
Audra Nicole Gorse, BS
Christopher Michael Graham, BS
Norma Ella Guerra, BS
Ivan Guerrero, BA
Vianca Azucena Guevara, BA
Preston Aaron Gustavsen, BS
Aaron Nicholas Gutierrez, BS
Alexabel Carolina Gutierrez, BA
Sahar Halim, BA
Ross Allen Hambright, BS
Chanera Janay Hammonds, BS
Tiffany Ann Hare, BS
Stacy Lynn Hartl, BS
Shanice N. Hayes, BS
Christina Michelle Henry, BS
Michael Anthony Henson, BS
Capri Alyse Hernandez, BS
Christopher Dean Herrin, BS
Aljoscha M. Hirsch, BA
Joshua Cole Honeycutt, BS
Quentin L. Horn, BS
Jennifer Nicole Howell, BS
William Andrew Humphreys, BS
Drew Edward Hunnicutt, BS
Edgar Anthony Itzep, BA
William Christopher Jackson, BS
Courtney Leanne Jacobs, BS
Joe Dodge Jessee, BS
Leighann Nicole Jewell, BS
Benzon Koshy John, BS
Allix Michelle Johnson, BS
Cecily Suzanne Johnson, BA
Christina Elisa Johnson, BS
Johnny Robert Johnson Jr., BS
Michael Johnson, BS
Ravenn Lamarge Johnson, BS
Stephen Randall Johnson, BS
Brant Corey Johnston, BA
Dylan Ray Jones, BS

Raven E. Jones, BS
Alicia L. Jurek, BS
Jordan Tyler Kalis, BS
Patrick Dewayne Kelley, BS
Justin Stephen Kilty, BS
Cameron Evan King, BS
Dyamnisha Leigh King, BA
Burnokwer Louvenia Klokpah, BA
Patrick S. Krol, BS
Victoria Anne Kuelbs, BS
Rosalin Patrice Lambey, BS
Gracie Beatrice Landazuri, BS
Logan George Lange, BS
Gloria Lazo, BS
Jeana Thuy-Tien Le, BS
Laura B. Lee, BS
Jessica Leigh LeFlore, BS
Michael D. Littleton, BS
Justin Michael Lockard, BA
Kaitlin Elizabeth Loewen, BA
Adam Lopez, BS
Jonathan Allen Lorton, BS
Jon Theophilus Lotz, BS
Devon Alan Lynch, BA
Elizabeth Victoria Mack, BS
Gregory Michael Maloney, BS
Rosealexander Mary Mann, BS
Sean Robert Mann, BS
Conner Alan Marchell, BS
Mariah Symone Marti, BS
Esteban Andres Martinez, BS
Jasmine Nichole McCullough, BS
Colin George McGonagle, BS
Andrenia Maria Mc Gowen, BS
April Yefung McNeil, BA
Billy Wayne Mc Pike, BS
Adrianna Medina, BS
Jennifer Melendez, BA
Bradley Thomas Mills, BA
Lisa Ann Miloradovich, BS
Jessie Cole Minchew, BS
Dillon Forrest Moore, BS
Colby Chase Morgan, BS
Erica Rae Morgan, BS
Brittany Nicole Mosley, BS
Kenneth E. Moss Jr., BS
Monique Therese Mouton, BS
Thomas Michael Muhle, BA
Martin Edward Mulgrew, BS
Jessica Brianne Nava, BA
David Edgar Nelson, BS
Ronda Lorraine Newton, BA
Juan M. Nunez Jr., BA
Kendra R. Nunez, BS
Michael James Oberhelman, BS
Christopher Wayne Oglesby, BS
Mary Ann Ompad, BS
Ugochukwu Anthony Onochie, BA
Alma Oropeza, BA
Hannah Maria Orosco, BA
Isbet Yanet Ortiz, BA

Matthew William Palmer, BS
David Anderson Payne, BS
Rodger Thomas Penton, BS
Eric Kim Percival, BS
Blanca Estela Perez, BA
Pamela Renee Persons, BA
Wesley Ryan Pfeil, BS
Zachary Kenneth Phillips, BS
Ashley Nicole Pike, BS
James Franklin Pike III, BS
Austin Wayne Pomykal, BS
Robert Dale Pool, BS
Megan Nicole Powell, BS
Steven B. Prichard, BS
Jennifer Kathleen Priddy, BS
Dannisha Gabrielle Pryor, BA
Alejandra Puente, BS
Meghan Elizabeth Purcell, BS
Ricardo A. Quintero, BA
Shannon Marie Raabe, BS
Jennifer Ramon, BS
Leticia Odette Ramos, BA
David Shane Rankin, BA
Brittany Tyler Re, BA
Chase Andrew Reavis, BS
Justin Lee Redding, BS
Shelby Dawn Rich, BA
Leonardo Montemayor Rico, BS
Tonei Yvette Robins, BS
Joseph Paul Rodgers ll, BS
Oziel Rodriguez, BA
Travis Neil Roland, BS
Matthew Daniel Rosales, BA
Charles Cody Ryden, BS
Keith Richard Ryno, BA
Jennifer Marie Salas, BA
Robyn Lavon Salerno, BS
Krystle Marie Ann Salgado, BS
Cristina Sanchez, BA
Jesus Alberto Sayago, BA
Clyde Austin Schilling, BS
Russell Stephen Sears, BS
Michelle Paige Secours, BS
Amanda Nicole Self, BA
Ashley Kristine Sequeira, BS
Milthon Andres Servin, BA
Rainey Lee Shearrow, BS
W. Rebekah Shelton, BS
Mark A. Slaughter, BS
Jeffrey Thomas Smith, BS
Jeremy Arthur Smith, BS
Jessica Lynn Smith, BA
John D. Smith, BS
Stella Janelle Smith, BA
Amber Dawn Smitherman, BS
Tyler Scott Sowers, BS
Kelly Killene Spencer, BS
Christopher Albert Springer, BS
Todd Preston Stone, BS
Megan Marie Stovall, BS
Shelby Lynne Swindoll, BS

Michael Seigfried Szczepanik, BS
Shawn P. Tedford, BS
Anna Alicia Thomas, BA
Champale R. Thomas, BS
Jasmine Nicole Thomas, BS
Stephanie Jeanette Thompson, BS
Steven Joseph Ticas, BA
Scott Daniel Tomlinson, BS
Anthony Michael Travalent, BS
Ali Allise Trojacek, BA
Marcus Joel Trujillo, BA
Michael A. Vasconi, BS
Cortney Lee Vasseur, BS
Scott Andrew Vautrain, BS
Nancy Vega, BA
Clarice Monique Walker, BS
Cary Gilbert Ward, BA
Christine Michelle Ward, BS
Brandon Wayne Ware, BA
Marina Jenelle Warner, BS
John Larkin Waters, BS
Daryl Kyl Waterwall ll, BS
Brittany N. Watkins, BS
Randi Nicole Watson, BS
Tyler Scott Werner, BA
Jacob Lee White, BS
Allyson Leigh Wiley, BS
Ashley A. Wiley, BS
Ayana D. Williams, BS
Chelsea Dawn Williams, BA
Kevondra Shantrelle Williams, BS
Torrance Trent Williams, BA
Troy Keller Witt, BS
Kevin S. Wolf, BS
Mallory Kristen Worthman, BS
J. Courtney Wright, BS
Vanessa F. Wright, BS
Alexander Robert Wroski, BS
Dominique R. Young, BS

Adam Christopher Bock, BS
Amanda Alisse Bolting, BA
Jenifer Dawn Brandhuber, BS
Clayton Jabari Bright, BS
LaTriece Bruce, BS
John Daven Brumfield, BS
Heather Michelle Brun, BS
John Latrelle Bryant Jr., BS
Roy David Buendia, BS
Starett Mc Manus Burk, BS
Jeffrey Allen Buro, BS
Brandie Arielle Butler, BS
Jennifer D. Bybee, BS
Shenequa Sada Cachimbo, BS
Laura Michelle Cardiel, BA
Raquel Carter, BA
Jacqueline Carely Chavez, BA
Ashton Eric Childers, BS
Marissa Marie Clark, BS
Malcolm Napoleon Clayton, BS
Jayme Brianne Cohn, BS
J. Andrew Colarusso, BS
Chance Holt Collard, BS
Lisa Chinonso Collins, BS
Kiersten Berdette Compofelice, BS
Tracie Elaine Compton, BS
Andrew James Constantine, BS
Maraiha Michelle Correa, BS
Shantavia Danielle Cottery, BA
Adrienne Marie Couch, BS
Shelby Noell Covington, BS
JaMarcus Dontae Davis, BS
Cristal Deleon, BS
Juan Jose de Leon II, BA
Jacqueline Delgado, BA
Reginald Deon Denson ll, BS
Alfred Harding Diller lll, BS
Eric Scott Dixon, BS
Juan Carlos Doblado, BA
Cody Allan Dodson, BS
Michael Joseph Doherty, BA
Christopher C. Dombroski, BA
Connor Bryan Dougherty, BS
Ryan J. Dowdy, BS
Alyssa Michelle Doxey, BS
Michael Nandkishore Drepaul, BS
Shannon Joanna DuBose, BS
Kevin Matthew Dunn, BS
Dillon Graham Eckerfield, BA
Stephanie Lynn Edgington, BS
Kimbrea Venae Edwards, BS
Priscilla Petra Espitia, BS
Dane Javier Evans, BS
Francisco Fabian, BA

College of Criminal Justice

In 1937, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
addressed the student body. 

andrea J. Weiss
Dissertation Title: An Examination of the Effects of Military Service over the Life Course on 
Offending Behavior and Life 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Scott Menard 
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1950

Sam Houston becomes America’s first fully air-conditioned college.
1942
Dr. Harmon L. Lowman is named president of Sam Houston.

College of Education

U.S. News & World Report says Sam is: 
“Growing Fast, Staying Friendly” 

College of
edUCation
A. Jerry Bruce, PhD
  The administration, faculty, and staff of the College of Education wish to 
congratulate each of you on a job well done. We thank you for allowing us to be a part 
of your life for this brief time and we share in your joy and pride at the completion of 
your bachelors, masters, or doctoral degree. We recognize that the accomplishment of 
this milestone required commitment and discipline and that, in most cases, not only 
you, but also your family, have made great sacrifices along the way.
  Most of you will be pursuing a career in the teaching profession, one of the most 
important professions in our nation. We commend you on your choice. The future of 
our state and nation depends on the education of our children and you are to play an important role. The countless hours you spent 
in preparation during your time at SHSU are a testament to your commitment to the future health of our culture. We sincerely 
hope this commitment continues to characterize your life, as well as your profession.
  John Adams, the second president of the United States, pointed out that “There are two types of education. One should teach 
us how to make a living. The other should teach us how to live.” We in the College of Education have endeavored to ensure that
you have not only the skills necessary for success in making a living, but also that you are prepared to live well and to have a positive 
impact on those around you as well as on your community. Your integrity, compassion, and willingness to serve others are certain to 
enhance your career and your life. Again, we offer you our sincere congratulations and best wishes in your future endeavors.

A. Jerry Bruce, PhD D octor of Education
reni a. abraham
Dissertation Title: Math College Readiness of Texas Community College Students: A Multi-Year Analysis 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Dr. John R. Slate
 
Julie a. Barrett
Dissertation Title: Elementary School Computer Access, Socioeconomic Status, Ethnicity, and 
Grade 5 Student Achievement 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Drs. George W. Moore and John R. Slate

Carolyn mcBride davis
Dissertation Title: A Multi-Year Comparison of Advanced Placement Scores for Black Students 
in Texas, New York, and Florida
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. John Slate 

somer l. franklin
Dissertation Title: Post-Baccalaureate Attainment of White, Hispanic, and Black Students at 
Texas Public Institutions: A Multi-Year Study 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Drs. Sheila A. Joyner and John R. Slate

donzel Wayne harvey 
Dissertation Title: Gaps in College Readiness Act and SAT Differences by Ethnicity across 10 
School Years 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Dr. John R. Slate

maria alexander holmes 
Dissertation Title: Ethnic and Gender Differences in Advanced Placement Exam Performance: A 
Multi-Year National Analysis  
Dissertation Committee Chair: Drs. John R. Slate and George W. Moore

Master Degree Candidates
Lorna Fisher Acuna, MA
Keith Gilbert Ahee Jr., MA
Graciela Alanis, MED
Abigail Leigh Allen, MLS
Tryus Devon Allen, MA
Sonia Renee' Alvarado, MLS
ShaNettra Rena Amos, MED
Dianna Anderson, MED
Tara Shantel Arrowood, MA
Charlene Diane Bartley, MED
Kimberly Buzbee Bellini, MED
Amber Wilson Bentley, MED
Kristin Leigh-Ann Boles, MLS
Kimberly Elaine Bowman, MED
Ashley Brin Boyle, MED
Ryan Marshall Bradford, MA
Catherine Van Horn Brown, MLS
Sharon A. Brown, MED
Simone Weaver Brown, MED
Patrice R. Burnetz, MED

teresa dianne Jara
Dissertation Title: Hispanic Student Performance on Advanced Placement Exams: A Multi-Year, 
National Investigation
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. John R. Slate

megan C. Jones
Dissertation Title: White and Hispanic Texas Middle School Students Discipline Consequence 
Type and Academic Achievement: A Statewide Analysis 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Dr. John R. Slate

Jill B. morris
Dissertation Title: Gender Differences in STEM Related Advanced Placement Exams
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. John R. Slate 

robert d. young, Jr. 
Dissertation Title: Dual Credit Enrollment and GPA by Ethnicity and Gender at Texas 2-Year Colleges
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. John R. Slate 

D octor of P hilosophy 
Jennifer mangrum aucoin 
Dissertation Title: A Mixed Methods Approach to Understanding School Counseling Program 
Evaluation: High School Counselors’ Methods and Perceptions. 
 Dissertation Committee Chair: Drs. Judith Nelson and Mary Nichter

susan ilona Bajza
Dissertation Title: The Perceived Effectiveness of Premarital Preparation for Remarried Couples: 
A Grounded Theory Approach 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Rick Bruhn

ruby rodriguez-almendarez
Dissertation Title: The Lived Experiences of Single Hispanic Mothers Raising Gang Affiliated Male 
Youth Released From Texas Juvenile Justice Department State Facilities: A Phenomenological Study
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr. Richard C. Henriksen, Jr. 

Grace Elizabeth Chandler, MED
Megan A. Chollett, MED
Joshua Scott Cooper, MED
Samantha Cordova, MED
Katrina Munoz Cunningham, MED
Elaine Michelle Danna, MA
Kenneth Dale Dannelley, MED
Charles R. Davis, MED
Melissa Marie de Leon, MED
Brandie Holliday Dowda, MED
Laura Elizabeth Eben, MED
Christina Angelica Egbuna, MED
Allison Key Eicke, MED
Brittany Michele Elbert, MA
Sherry Lajuan Everett, MLS
Candice Young Floyd, MED
Doris M. Franklin, MED
Rebecca Donahue Gay, MA
Anna Bertha Gaytan, MLS
Chance Lamar Gillett, MED
Sophie Jane Gleaves Coffey, MED

Jennifer Nicole Glick, MED
Stephanie Lynn Godare, MED
Melinda R. Golson, MLS
Alyssa Gomez, MED
Maria Mapula Gonzales, MED
Nick Goodson, MED
Staci Marie Gray, MA
Jordan Alexander Green, MA
Gregory Paul Haas, MED
Sarah Elizabeth Hancock, MED
Jennifer Clayton Harmeier, MA
Karissa Janette Harrelson, MED
Cynthia Diane Harrison, MED
Cathrine E. Henson, MA
Epifania B. Hernandez, MED
Michelle Joan Hernandez, MED
Rebecca Ann Herring, MA
Kurt Foy Hook, MED
Christine Denise Hoover, MA
Sarah Elizabeth Howard, MED
Deborah Ann Hulsey, MED
Lacey Kay Ivie, MA
Chandra Kay Jackson, MED
Shana Renee Jackson, MED
Flor Alicia Jara, MED
Pamela Marie Jefferson, MED
Chenyan Jiang, MED
Juanita Maria Jimenez-Soto, MA
Jean Ann Johnson, MLS
Shantell Shanett Johnson, MED
Vickie C. Johnson, MED
Krystin Leigh Jolly, MA
Sheena C'nae Jones, MED
Tarah Danette Judkins, MLS
Maria S. Khaleghi, MLS
Terry Edward Kos, MA
Celina Nichelle Lawson, MED
Ericka Sharmaine Lawton, MLS
Ian Martin Lertora, MA
Harmony Linder, MED
Yu Liu, MA
Cynthia Lacey Long, MED
Courtney Lea Lundgren, MA
Abbey Gail Maedgen, MED
Rachel Elizabeth Mallory, MED
Brittney Elliott Mangum, MA
Onyinyechukwu Tiffany Martin, MA
Manoj A. Mathew, MED
Holly Winn McBlane, MED
David H. McBride, MED
Amanda Danielle McHaney, MED
Alisa Michelle McLendon, MED
Sheryll Ann McNamara, MED
Rosa Alejandra Mejia, MA
LeMardre' R. Miller, MED
Laura Chandler Milo, MA
Irina Minina-Mentz, MED
Christina Mohammad, MA
Holley Lyn Mohr, MED
Amanda Michelle Moore, MED
June M. Morris, MLS
Becky Lee Navarro, MED
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Leah Edmundson Sheth, MED
Lilian C. Silva, MED
Linzi Michelle Sims, MED
Veronica La'Shan Skrine, MA
Chandra Denise Slaughter, MA
Adrienne Renee Sodemann, MED
Shirilia Monique Sowell, MED
Jesse C. Starkey, MA
Natalie M. Stavinoha, MA
Jennifer T. Stone, MA
Sandy Sillavan Szako, MED
Terri DeClue Szalkowski, MED
Aubree Paige Tamez, MLS
Madhulika Tandon, MED
Manuel Antonio Texidor Jr., MED
Arland Daniel Thill, MED
A'Traviya M.D. Thomas, MA
Claudia Bazan Thomas, MED
Steven Andrew Thomas, MA
Arianne Elizabeth Thompson, MA
Lauren Ann Tippet, MA
Emily May Tolson, MED
Lindsay Lee Tomaselli, MA
Mayra Bazan Torres, MED
Deborah A. Tucker, MED
Brittany Renee Van Winkle, MED
Janice Lynn Vega, MED
Nereida Carolina Vega, MED
Leticia Velazquez, MED
Brittany Lorree Waguespack, MED

College of Education

Kelli Frances Walker, MED
Maryanne Rucka Walker, MA
Tiffani Elaine Watts, MED
Jacqueline Marie Weatherwax, MA
Kristina Kay Weeks, MED
Enjoli C. Williams-Baldwin, MED
Stacie L. Willis, MA
Kimberly Michelle Wilson, MED

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Jarred Jemmal Abram, BS
Abigail Jean Adams, BS
Rachel Louise Akins, BS
Rebecca Marie Alard, BS
Miguel Angel Antonio Espinoza, BS
Jacob Tyler Arrington, BS
Cailey Lynne Ashmore, BS
Jennifer Rachael Ashmore, BS
Nabyel Avila, BS
Devin Cavon Bachelor, BS
Cassie L. Bailey, BS
Laura Paige Bailey, BS
Shannon Rae Bailey, BS
Lauryn Ashleigh Barker, BS
Marisa Dawn Barrett, BS
Jilleen Alisha Bauer, BS
Carly Lea Becker, BS
Shannon R. Beckett, BS
Jamie Lynn Belinoski, BS
Brian Alan Bell, BS
Nelson Geovanny Benitez, BS
Cutter Bill Bernhard, BS
Kandace L. Betts, BS
Laura Diane Biggers, BS
Lyndsi Nicole Black, BS
Akuah F. Boateng, BS
Andrea ReJane Bourner, BS
Zachary Edward Bowen, BS
Jacey Deniece Brake, BS
Ada Iris Bravo, BS
Kaylee Lynne Brazeel, BS
Kerry Ann Brennan, BS
Elijah Montrell Brinkley, BS
Brandi Ann-Marie Brittain, BS
Karen Leigh Brockenbush, BS
Ayesha Ebonique Brown, BS
Robert Scott Brown, BS
Melissa Jean Bunyard-Mills, BS
Tara C. Burger, BS
Ashley Renee Burke, BS
Colby Howdy Burling, BS
Bethany Maria Burnett, BS
Cody Kirk Butler, BS
Zachary David Byerly, BS
Stephen Alexander Cabanas, BS
Melissa Lynette Cain, BS
Bryan Dennis Carrero, BS
Janet Cervantes, BS
Serena Mae Charlot, BS
Lacey Nicole Choate, BS

Shyranika Nicole Nwajei, MA
Jordan Wade Olbrich, MA
Merriam Freeman-Cottrell Oliver, MED
Adelina Owusu, MED
Nishtha Pant, MED
Talrah Jevon Pantallion, MA
Michelle Renae Parker, MED
Kimberly Jermisha Patrick, MED
Leandra Shay Pearce, MED
Lindsey Nicole Pless, MED
Shawna Marie Prebish, MLS
Natalie S. Price, MED
Jessica Nicole Raglon, MED
Harold Rawls, MED
Bridgette Yevette Resh, MED
Casey Elizabeth Flinn Richardson, MED
Heather J. Riha, MED
Ashley Nicole Robinson, MED
Ami Sedani Rodriguez, MED
Matea M. Rodriguez, MED
James Joshua Root, MED
Carrie Ruth Ross, MED
John Agustin Rudolph, MED
David Frederick Ruekert, MED
Kimberly D. Sanders, MA
Dena Sarkis, MED
Diana Danielle Saylak, MED
Lauren Danielle Schwartz, MED
Catherine Maria Seidenberger, MLS
Vicki Lynn Sheffield, MED

1956
Rodeo team wins Sam’s first sports national championship.

1963
Lowman Student Center is completed.

The Lowman Student Center in 1964.

Brek Andrew Christensen, BS
Erica Florene Clement, BS
Kendall Kay Cleveland, BS
Krystal Michelle Coats, BS
Ashlye Raye Cole, BS
Nina-Renee Collins, BS
Billy Craig Colwell, BS
Jennifer Leigh Compte, BS
Andrea D. Corona, BS
Brenda Kay Coston, BS
Courtney Elise Craig, BS
Cassandra Dawn Crawford, BS
Jessica Elaine Crofton, BS
Lisa Marie Cummins, BS
Ashley Nicole Curry, BS
Angela Nichole Dano, BS
Krystal Davalos, BS
Matthew Christopher Davis, BS
Maria Gabriela Delgado, BS
Lindsay M. DeRaimo, BS
Rebecca Alice Dietrich, BS
Kalyn Christine Disler, BS
Montrell Deshaun Donnell, BS
Vincent Desmond Dotson, BS
Meagan Rachelle Drew, BS
Tonia Dunham, BS
Lana Elaine Durant, BS
Heather Rene Eastland, BS
Kimberly Ann Eckermann, BS
Caran Hope Edmonds, BS
Abby Elaine Eftink, BS
Demetrius Lloyd Ellis, BS
Shea Christian Emshoff, BS
Katelynn Patricia Estes, BS
Billie Catherine Evatt, BS
Amanda Kaye Fisher, BS
Chelsey Jenay Flores, BS
Carlos Antonio Fraguela, BA
Courtney Elizabeth Frakey, BS
David Clayton Freedman, BS
Wesley William Fritz, BS
Matthew Alan Gamble, BS
Jessica Marie Garcia, BS
Anjanette Jo Gardner, BS
Matthew Ryan Garner, BS
Jarred Edward Gibson, BS
Keondria LaShae Gibson, BS
Amy Jene Gilmore, BS
Katy M. Gipson, BS
Patricia Godinez, BS
Lauren Nicole Goff, BS
Savannah Ruth Golson, BS
Audrey Lee Gomez, BS
Anthony Nathaniel Gonzales, BS
Sierra Nicole Gonzales, BS
Scott Carl Gonzalez, BS
Elizabeth Nicole Gore, BS
Sarah Ashley Gorrell, BS
Megan Renee Gothard, BS
Kendall Elise Griffin, BS
Stephanie Michelle Grimes, BS

Ashley Miranda Grissom, BS
Mollie Elizabeth Grubbs, BS
Jill Dawn Gully, BS
Maegan Marie Gusler, BS
Dawn Angelique Hagen Saenz, BS
Danielle Alexandra Hamilton, BS
Mackenzie Kyle Hammack, BS
Jeremy Dale Hammock, BS
Shannon Hardy, BS
Meghan Nicole Harris, BS
Jakeisha Shanae Harrison, BS
Elizabeth Ann Hartley, BS
Alisa Rochelle Harvey, BS
Michael Shawn Hawkins, BS
Samantha Aliene Hawthorne, BS
Jacqueline Marie Hayes, BS
Jordan Ashlee Hayes, BS
Caitlin Erin Hebert, BS
Zachary James Helgren, BS
Rachel Marie Helmcamp, BS
Ashlee Renee Hendrex, BS
Lauren Mallory Henry, BS
Mariel Heredia, BS
Ryan Scott Hermes, BS
Maria Jazmin Hernandez, BS
Stephanie Angelica Hernandez, BS
Jennifer Marie Herrera, BS
Stephanie Ann Hill, BS
Alyssa Faye Hinchman, BS
Taylor Emanuélle Hodge, BS
Sara Elizabeth Holly, BS
Chris Robert Holt Jr., BS
Cristina Kathryn Hooper, BS
Kelly Lorraine Hooper, BS
Lindsey Nicole Houck, BS
Jarred Trevon Houston, BS
Collette Michele Hudspeth, BS
Jonathan Allan Huebner, BS
Louis Jeremiah Jackson, BS
Rebecca Rose Jaklitsch, BS
Marcus Alexis James, BS
Ryan Paul James, BS
Olivia Jaramillo, BS
Stephen Shane Jarboe, BS
Roderick Lee Jefferson Jr., BS
Hannah C. Jenkins, BS
Patricia L. Jenkins, BS
Jennifer Jannae Jernberg, BS
Deirdre Danielle Jolivette, BS
Nicole Lorene Jones, BS
Tyler Hayes Jones, BS
Kymbre Dominique Julks, BS
Tori Alyssa Junco, BS
Amanda Marie Kelso, BS
Brandy D. Killingsworth, BS
Jennifer Nichole Krigbaum, BS
Candice Monique Lamb, BS
Nancy Nicole Lamb, BS
Christina Nicole Lang, BS
Megan Marie Lanik, BS
Nelson Alexander Lara Veliz, BS

Amy Marie Law, BS
Andrea Kay LeBrun, BS
Thomas Andrew Levens, BS
Rachel Leia Leveridge, BS
Katherine Mary Lewis, BS
Justin Lezak, BS
Michael D. Littleton, BS
Jonathan Bryant Locke, BS
Brittany Lynn Long, BS
Courtney Lynn Loosier, BS
Samantha Dawn Lowen, BS
Gisele Noelia Luna, BS
BriAnna Lynn Machinsky, BS
Rachel Aimee Main, BS
Consuelo Marie Malphrus, BS
Tiffany Marie Mangum, BS
Lindsay Austin Marsh, BS
Stevie Lin Martinez, BS
Andrew Tillmon Massey, BS
Jared Scott Mathias, BS
Kevin Wayne Matthews Jr., BS
Andrew David Maulsby, BS
Kevin David McCombs, BS
Hannah Rebecca McCoy, BS
Emily Nichole McDaniel, BS
Walter Ray McIntosh III, BS
Melissa Danielle McKee, BS
Samantha Jolynn McKenna, BS
Steven Michael McKenzie, BS
Jacob Weston McMurtry, BS
Chelsea Nichole Mc Queen, BS
Jacquelyn Leighann Meazell, BS
Maria Roxana Medrano, BS
Alma Rosa Melendez, BS
Chad Elbert Miller, BS
Rebecca Leigh Mitchell, BS
Christina Moceanu, BS
Stacey Autumn Monks, BS
Mayra Diana Montemayor, BS
Mellody Ellisha Moore, BS
William Douglas Moore, BS
Krystal Lynn Morris, BS
Rock Thomas Morris, BS
Victoria Ann Morris, BS
Megan Melissa Mounce, BS
Lucas Wiley Munoz, BS
Cornelius Murchison lV, BS
Rachel Lanette Murphy, BS
Meghan Haley Musk, BS
Tammy Lynn Myers, BS
Elizabeth Nava, BS
Jasmine Janeen Nichols, BS
Louretta Rachelle Nickerson, BS
Krystina Danielle O'Bryant, BS
Gregory James Olson, BS
Michael Charles Oros, BS
Deborah K. Orozco, BS
Amanda Michelle Ortegon, BS
Hannah Elyse Ortiz, BS
Drew C. Ortner, BS
Olubunkola Oyefeso, BS
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Martin Alejandro Padron, BS
Emmanuel Palacios, BS
Tara Danielle Palacios, BS
Mallory Lee Pangarakis, BS
Samantha Erica Patterson, BS
Dante Dion Payne, BS
Alyssa Linda Pellerito, BS
Bianca Mercedes Perez, BS
Lindsey Renee Pigg, BS
Elizabeth Mae Piggott, BS
MaKenzie Taylor Pope, BS
Amanda Claire Powell, BS
Kylie Brooke Presswood, BS
Amber Nicole Price, BS
Christie Renee Pruett, BS
Ashley Renee Quezada, BS
Brooke Marie Raesner, BS
Taylor Fleming Rainey, BS
Mary Catherine Records, BS
Melissa Ann Rekieta, BS
Christina Marie Reynolds, BS
Mary Allison Reynolds, BS
Amy Rose Rhodes, BS
Michelle K. Richmond, BS
William Joseph Rieder, BS
Breanna C. Roberts, BS
Salina Kay Robertson, BS
Tyrell Lamar Robinson, BS
Alison Renée Roché, BS
Paige Olivia Rodriguez, BS
Mayra Danielle Rojas, BS
Kristi Lisette Romo, BS
Samantha Willene Roper, BS
Justin Ancerio Ross, BS
Kayleen Michelle Rosser, BS
Jessica Nicole Rueth, BS
Treasia Wells Runestrand, BS
Rebecca Lorraine Russell, BS
April Rachelle Salazar, BS
Cheri Desiree Salbeck, BS
Christine Ann Sanders, BS
Andrea Elisa Sandoval, BA
Alice Diane Scarboro, BS
Cami Jene Schaefer, BS
Steffanie Nichole Schneider, BS
Jennifer Cherise Kathryn Schoenthaler, BS
Amanda Kaye Schulte, BS
Chase Morgan Schulze, BS
Avery Lauren Self, BS
Robert Ashton Shaw, BS
Ashley Ara Shirani, BS
Kevin Randall Sillavan, BS
Sarah Elizabeth Sills, BS
Brittany Nicole Simmons, BS
Jasmine Ashley Sims, BS
Paul Bryan Sims, BS
Jared Taylor Smith, BS
Marlon Lashawn Smith, BS
Kyle Smithers, BS
Shannon Marie Smithson, BS
Faith Lee Solomon, BS

Katye Michelle Spannagel, BS
Amber Lea Sparks, BS
Nicole Christine Specht, BS
Brittani LaNique Stanton, BS
Sonja L. Stapleton, BS
Maria R. Statham, BS
Brandy Dawn Stewart, BS
Elizabeth B. Stolle, BS
Brian Robert Stone, BS
Valerie Faye Svoboda, BS
Delane B. Taylor, BS
Brea Simone Terrell, BS
Morgan Elizabeth Thomas, BS
Shalyse Dana Thomas, BS
Lauren Nicole Thompson, BS
Jamie Lynn Till, BS
Lauren Ashley Timms, BS
Xian Chee Ting, BS
Kimberly Marie Tolley, BS
Maegan Ann Turnipseed, BS
Courtney Rae Twining, BS
Thomas Richard Umberger, BS
Kyle David Uptmore, BS
Heather Hailey Vanckhoven, BS
Allison Grace Vanderhoven, BS
Christopher Lee Vaughn, BS
Valerie Aneliese Veazey, BS
Mike Christopher Vela, BS

Nataly Vela, BS
Magen Marie Verkinnes, BS
Ana Gisela Vilanova, BS
Christopher Michael Wagner, BS
Elizabeth Ann Walicki, BS
Kelsey Marie Ware, BS
Heather Kay Warsitz, BS
Kenneth Scott Watson, BS
Lindsey Edith Weems, BS
Stacy Irene Wheeler, BS
Haley Elizabeth Whitaker, BS
Kayla Jo Whitley, BS
Jessica Florence Wilcox, BS
Abby Lauren Williams, BS
Aubrey Elizabeth Williams, BS
Tenika Danyell Williams, BS
Sara Lynn Williamson, BS
Kortnie Nicole Willis, BS
Stormi Marshelle Wilson, BS
Tonicia Yvette Wimberley, BS
Caleb Leigh Winn, BS
Xavier Alexander Workman, BS
Jenny Lynn Zoch, BS
Khida Amin Zoubi, BS

1964
Football team wins NAIA Championship

1965
Name changed to Sam Houston State College.

1970
John Indakwa becomes Sam’s first black instructor.

1969
Name changed to Sam Houston State University.

College of Education

College of
fine arts and mass 
CommUniCation
Dr. Mary Robbins, Interim Dean

  On behalf of the faculty, staff and administration of the College of Fine Arts and 
Mass Communication, the newest college at Sam Houston State University, we offer 
our hearty congratulations on your accomplishment. We are immensely proud of your 
success.
  For you, our graduates, this ceremony marks the end of four years of effort, 
of learning, of growing and of becoming. It marks a transition from living life as a 
formative artist to growing into a professional life of what Leland Ryken calls the 
liberated imagination. As graduates you have been trained and guided to possess 
what can be thought of as the poetic imagination. You possess the ability to bring 
into being the “as if ” world created by musicians, painters, sculptors, filmmakers, 
choreographers, and composers, and to be in some manner a participant in the artists’ 
world reaching as far back as the cave and ahead to the stars.
  Yet with every end comes a beginning. Today you stand at the cross point of 
many social and cultural forces as you enter your professional lives. Without any 
claim to the heroism of a Resistance fighter in the Second World War, I nevertheless 
quote the French poet Rene Char’s view that Resistance fighters like himself “lost 
their treasure” when they returned to the “sad opaqueness of a private life centered 
about nothing but itself.” Char did not feel loss because he yearned for war or violence 
but because he recalled a time when people took initiatives, became challengers, and 
embarked on new beginnings. This, graduates, is our charge to you. 
  No less a philosopher than Sandra Bullock reminds us that “beginnings are 
usually scary and endings are usually sad, but it’s the middle that counts. You have 
to remember this when you find yourself at the beginning.” We wish you all the 
best as you find yourself at this scary beginning. Remember that you always have 
a home at Sam Houston State University and the College of Fine Arts and Mass 
Communication.

Dr. Mary E. Robbins, Acting Dean

TV news celebrity Dan Rather graduated 
from Sam in 1953.

Master Degree Candidates
Kiera Roshea Amison, MFA
Thomas Patrick Bailey, MM
Catherine Marie Befi, MM
Catherine Suzan Benford, MM
Tiberiu Mihai Chirănuș, MM
Servando Jesus DeLeon, MM
Rachel Noel Denson, MM
David James Deveau, MFA

Jonathon Charles Gregory, MM
Matthew Joseph Harr, MFA
Laura Evangeline Harrell, MFA
Jaymee Marie Lamprecht, MM
Brittany N. Thetford, MFA
Jennifer Leigh Wren, MM
Amy A. Wright, MFA

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Holly Dougharty Allen, BA
Joshua Blake Allen, BM
Alexis Lenell Anderson, BFA
Monet Danielle Angell, BA
Rana Nicole Banks, BA
Angela Michelle Beel, BA
Rebecca Ann Bell, BM
Chasidy Chevonne Billups, BA

The iconic Old Main building (1980’s) before it was destroyed by a fire in 1982.
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Laura Sofia Herran, BM
Clarissa Rees Hooper, BFA
Emily Margaret Gayle Howard, BFA
Hannah M. Huerta, BFA
Kaleigh Elizabeth Hvizdos, BFA
Rebecca Jonelle Jamar, BA
Jennifer Nicole Johnston, BA
Rachel Elizabeth Jordan, BFA
Courtney Christina Kelly, BM
Meghan Brough Kelly, BA
Caroline May Kenealy, BA
Zackary Paul Kenna, BFA
Blake Thomas Kenyon, BFA
Kelsey Leann Klaevemann, BA
Rachel Leigh Lacy, BA
Michael Dayne Lathrop, BFA
Traci Elaine Lee, BFA
Heather Christine Lemieux, BM
Marissa Levario, BA
Macey Paige Levy, BA
Christopher Jonathan Lucas, BM
Cynthia Michele Mangum, BFA
Wendy Elizabeth Martinez, BA
Miguel Angel Martinez Jr., BA
James A. Matson, BFA
George Allen Mattingly ll, BA
Nathan Ryan Mays, BM
James Glen Mc Cain, BFA
Mercedes Trinidad McCleary, BFA
Alexandra Nicole McCloskey, BM
Lauren Ashley McCoy, BA
Kristofer J. Mc Kee, BM
Richard Marshall McKinney, BFA
Brittany Amber McLeod, BFA
Hunter L. Mc Leod, BFA
Cheryl Meade, BFA
Amber Marie Meeks, BM
Diana P. Mendoza, BFA
Maegan Rae Mitchell, BFA
Milah Hester Moes, BA
Meredith Lee Mohr, BA
Melissa Cristina Molano, BFA
Chanel Veronica Montgomery, BFA
Brittany Nicole Moore, BA
Christopher Lawrence Moore, BFA
Robert Millard Morgan, BM
Justin Thomas Mulbry, BA
Colby Jarrod Mullen, BA
Michael Francis Narcowich, BA
Michael John Nelson, BM
Nicole Marie Novak, BA
Meredith Kaye Null, BA
Adesuwa Esther Omoruyi, BA
Andrea Elizabeth Oncken, BM
Jessica Kalie Ontiveros, BFA
Zeke Zachariah Osborn, BA
Ashlee Renee Page, BA
Zachary Aaron Partin, BA
Kristen Danielle Pavon, BA
Charleston Jamaal Phillips, BA
Max English Pierce, BFA

Stephanie Paige Piña, BFA
Rachel Denise Pitman, BM
Sarah Jane Posey, BM
Amanda Leigh Priest, BFA
Victor Esteban Quintana Jr., BM
Rachel Ashlee Ray, BM
Sarah Elizabeth Ray, BM
Preston Scott Reid, BA
Juddie Nicole Rice, BA
Kaitlyn Ann Richardson, BFA
Kathryn Michelle Ritter, BFA
Kristine Nicole Roberts, BM
Maria Christina Roos, BM
Amanda Elizabeth Rountree, BA
Shane Kenneth Rutherford, BM
Marco Polo Samperio, BM
Kelsey Darlene Sapp, BFA
Michael Ryan Schaer, BFA
Ryan J. Schmelter, BA
Kaitlyn Jean Schmidt, BA
Alexander Thomas Scott, BA
Steven O. Scott, BM
Camry Jerome Selden, BFA
Tara Koryn Shackelford, BFA
Amber N. Sheppard, BA
Niraj Shrestha, BA
Kashalon Janae’ Sigers, BA
Christian Nicole Simmons Akens, BA
Cheyenne Marie Simpson, BA
Cassandra Renea Smircic, BA
Kenneth Russell Smith, BFA
Lauren Leigh Smith, BFA
Leslie Michelle Smith, BM
McKenzie Tatum Smith, BFA
Dustin Stahmer, BM
Agnieszka Jadwiga Stelmach, BFA
Jenna Marie Stene, BA
Brooke Baxley Stevens, BM
Sarah Marie Stone, BA
Rachel Clo Studdard, BFA
Amber M. Sudbury-Pearson, BA
Katelyn Elizabeth Talbot, BFA
Sequeena Leniece Thomas, BA
Jaclyn Ann Thrasher, BA
Rowina Lizelle Torres, BM
Richard Joseph Tovar, BA
Danielle K. Turner, BFA
Sequoria Laurien Vaglienti, BA
Michael Lee Van Gorp, BA
Robin Lynn Van Zandt, BFA
Richard Raymond Vazquez, BFA
Eric William Walley, BM
Clinton Corbett Waters, BA
Eric Watson Webb, BFA
Justin Wayne Weyand, BFA
Ellen Marie Whitten, BA
Audrey Kathryn Williams, BA
Kyle Andrew Witty, BM
Laura Elise Wood, BA
Dillon B. Wright, BFA
Joshua Kent Yates, BFA

College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication

Raymond Stewart Bonilla, BA
Antuan Sherlin Bootle, BA
McKinzie Alexis Brocail, BA
Alissa Francies Brown, BM
Daniel Alexander Brown, BA
Jasmine Alexis Brown, BA
Leah Michelle Brown, BFA
Hannah Leigh Burns, BFA
Katy Leigh Butler, BFA
C. Ethan Byerly, BFA
David Jonathan Carraway, BFA
Alexiah Symone Carter, BFA
Deborah Betty Eileen Clanton, BFA
Hannah Marie Colvin, BM
Rachel Lynn Commander, BA
Melissa Anne Compian, BFA
Jason Michael Craig, BA
Kiana Lashawn Curl, BFA
Hannah Marie Daniel, BM
Ryan Thomas Darcy, BFA
Ashley Delara DeHoyos, BFA
Eric Donald Deming, BFA
Zachary Lance Denison, BA
Shannon Elizabeth Doerr, BFA
Jessica Denise Dunn, BA
Roberautrice Faywanda Eddie, BA
Jennifer Lynn Ellison, BFA
Nakeeya Shanaee Ervin, BA
Haylee Elizabeth Eubank, BA
Kelsey Elizabeth Faubion, BA
Lauren Delaine Fickey, BA
Kadon Stinson Fontenot, BM
William King Forney Jr., BA
Wendy Ann Franklin, BFA
Ryan Hunter Frederick, BFA
Nicholas John Fregia, BFA
Bradley Joseph Fryou, BM
Stewart De Jesus Gaitan, BA
Alan Arthur Garcia, BA
George Ernesto Garcia, BFA
Andrea Lucille Garza, BM
Torie Renee Gatlin, BM
Andrew James Gehrke, BFA
Jenny Gerena, BFA
Chase Aron Gibson, BA
Daniel James Giedraitis, BM
Carlos Alberto Gil Jr., BM
Gustavo Alonso Gomez, BFA
Amanda Gage Graves, BM
Julia C. Green, BFA
Alexandra M. Guerin, BFA
Everest M. Guerra, BFA
Marvin Igdali Guzman, BFA
Ryan Michael Haberern, BA
Courtney Denise Haggard, BA
Jeff Todd Hankins, BFA
Kevin Michael Harris, BFA
Crystal Marie Harvey, BA
Devan Andrew Hatfield, BFA
Kelly Geena Hathaway, BFA
Devon Michelle Hernandez, BA

1976
Sam Houston Literary Review is launched.

1981
Ladykat Softball Team becomes National Champions, and the Men’s Golf Team wins the NAIA Championship.

College of
hUmanities and
soCial sCienCes
Dr. John M. de Castro, Dean

A SHSU tradition, graduates hold hands in 
celebration at the end of the commencement 
ceremony. 

  On behalf of the faculty, staff, and administration of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, I congratulate you on your achievement.
  This is a day that we know you’ve worked hard for and at times thought would 
never come. But, you’ve persevered. Success in life is to some extent determined by 
inborn ability. Yet, even more important for success is the ability to set goals and not 
let momentary setbacks or bumps in the road deter you from achieving your goal. 
Resilience to withstand the frustrations produced by human imperfections, not letting 
the outside difficulties derail your march toward success, and shaking off setbacks are 
the cornerstones of a successful life. 
  Another key to a happy and successful life is to rigorously maintain your personal 
integrity. Being a consistently honest, moral, and principled person leads to success 
in every aspect of life. When your word is your bond and what you say is the same 
as what you believe and what you do, others know that they can trust you. Trust 
is the foundation of success in all interactions with others, in business, friendship, 
and relationships. Integrity leads not only to external success but also, and more 
importantly to inner happiness and pride. Remember the word inside your class ring 
that inspired Sam Houston himself, “honor.”
  We know that your families and friends are very proud of you and likely have 
played a significant role in supporting you in concrete or emotional ways. Because 
we understand that nothing is ever achieved alone, we congratulate your family and 
friends as they share in your success. We also want you to know how proud and 
happy the faculty, staff, and administration of CHSS are in being part of your success. 
Educating students for success in their careers as well as their intellectual and personal 
lives is our mission and the source of tremendous satisfaction for all of us. 
  It has been said that the mission of a university is the creation of the future. You 
are the instruments through which we fulfill that promise. By being successful you 
make us successful. It’s difficult to predict your exact future accomplishments. Your 
careers will take many surprising and unpredictable twists and turns and your actual 
accomplishments will likely be very different from those that we currently envision. 
But, I guarantee that this class of 2013 will accomplish great things, that you will 
become the leaders of the future, and that you will inspire and support the next 
generation to create their future.

Dr. John M. de Castro, Dean

Alixandra Camilla Burks, MA
Jeremy Scott Coffman, MA
Kyle Anthony Domangue, MA
Brian David Dotzler, MA
Danielle Anna Duhon, MA
Lisa Joann Hill Emerson, MA
Leann Claire Fischel, MA
Christopher David Fortenberry, MA
Darline Marie Garrett, SSP
Jennifer Gale Gauntt, MA

Richard Jakob Gebhardt, MA
Jennifer Gongora, MA
Lacy Levorn Griffin, MA
Paige Brannon Harris, MA
Taylor Russell Harrison, MA
Jill Suzanne Hazel, MA
Shana A. Howell, MPA
Elizabeth A. Hughes, SSP
Amie Idicula, MA
Cory Wayne Irwin, SSP

Master Degree Candidates
Carlton George Abernathy, MA
Debi Nkechinyere Akanwa, SSP
Kristen Elizabeth Allen, SSP
Karah Marie Arriaga, MA
Caleb Leroy Baker, MA
Covey Banks Barbee, MA
Kristie Leigh Barbee, MA
Denise Carver Box, MA
Micki Lee Brady, MA

College of Humanities and Social Sciences
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1982
Old Main Building is destroyed by fire.

1986
Bowers Football Stadium is completed.

1994
67-foot statue of General Sam Houston is placed on I-45.

1998
Students form the first International Hispanic Association.

Leilani Anne Bayer, BS
Jenna Renee Beasley, BS
Kathryn Lynn Becker, BS
Stephanie Nicole Begg, BA
Danielle Faith Bellamy, BS
Andrew Davis Bennett, BA
Brennan Kathleen Berry, BA
Brittany A. Berton, BA
Shannon Sue Billeaud, BS
Christina Marie Borski, BS
Ryan Chad Bowers, BA
Rachel Rebekah Brass, BS
Brandon W. Bridges, BS
Laura Kay Briscoe, BA
Vasherie Danielle Brown, BS
Donald Eugene Bruce II, BS
Amy Nicole Burkhart, BA
Rachel Nicole Burns-Sevilla, BA
Katelin Rebecca Burton, BS
Yahtese Staryae Butcher, BS
Hannah Caitlin Ann Campbell, BS
Ravin Castellano, BA
Robin Castellano, BA
Joslyn Ella'Mae Ceasar, BA
Deanna Theiss Chapman, BS
Shelbi Elizabeth Charanza, BA
Diane Ayde Chaverria, BA
Laura Herrera Chavez, BS
Sean Christopher Chisholm, BA
Norman Eduardo Clark ll, BA
Sean Michael Clegg, BA
Calvin M. Cleveland, BS
Cody Allyn Cobb, BA
Jayme Brianne Cohn, BS
Caren Rebecca Colby, BA
Tracey Lynn Colligan, BA
Lesley Elizabeth Collins, BA
Kathryn Noelle Colvin, BA
Tamantha M. Conner, BS
Adrienne Marie Couch, BS
Devon Noelle Craft, BS
Gabriel Christian Craig, BA
Taylor Alexis Crane, BA
Molly Catherine Crouch, BS
Carrie Marie Crutchfield, BA
Sean Thomas Cunningham, BA
Virginia Curran, BS
Thays Cutino, BA
Amy Lea Dane, BS
Jessica D. Danna, BS
Jamie Denae David, BA
Jacqueline Delgado, BA
Leslie Diane Dement, BS
Ashley Kristine Dietert, BA
Justin Michael Dimmick, BA
Cathy Thuy Trang Do, BS
Matthew Logan Dominy, BS
Scott Daniel Dougherty, BA
Catherine Anne Draughn, BS
Kristin Ally Dudley, BA
Amie Denise Duff, BS

Troy Austin Jeffrey, MA
Nathan Andrew Jensen, MPA
Andrea Diane Kitten Kelley, MA
William Ray Kerr, MA
Stephanie Ann Kline, MA
Stephanie Nicole Kolajack, MA
Andrew Kyle Lisenby, MA
Jennifer Lauren McLaughlin, MA
Michael Chad Meiners, MA
Natalie Anne Miles, MA
Andrea Nicole Nero, MA
Charlotte Renée Pennington, MA
Jessica Nicole Pennington, MA
Kathryn Ann Phillips, SSP
Belen Polanco, MA
David M. Polansky, MA
Quintin John Pollard, MPA
Amy Christine Potter, MA
Roberto Alejandro Pulido, MA
Luz Veronica Rebolloso, MA
Chothiakadavil Schariah Robinson, MA
Dianeth Rodriguez, MA
Ronald Neel Rutledge, MA
John Carl Rygiewicz, MA
Jocelyn Lam Shaw, SSP
Victoria Anne Shibley, MA
Mary Jane Smith, MA
Stephanie Ann Spies-Upton, MA
Crystal Elissa Taska, MA
Tiffany Patrice Thompson, SSP
Chelcie R. Tomme, SSP
Doris Del Carmen Trejos, MA
Angelica Fernandez Trevino, MA
Jennifer Ann Utley, MA
Jason Matthew Vaughn, MA
Richard Michael Ward, MA
Thomas Edward White, MA
Natalie Wood, SSP
Erika Marie Wright, MA

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Hillary Paige Ackerman, BA
Kristyn Charise Alexander, BS
Michael Christopher Allen, BS
Sandra Lee Amandola, BS
Erin Jacqueline Ambrose, BA
Allie Anderson, BA
Shannae Nicole Anderson, BS
Adrienne B. Armstrong, BS
Dusanka Armstrong, BS
Taylor Beth Aschermann, BS
Tiffany Christene Auguste, BS
Kayla Kristin Baca, BS
Mayra Elizabeth Baltazar, BA
Steven Lee Banes, BA
Blake Evan Barnett, BS
Lynnette Barry, BA
Melissa Anne Barton, BS
Tessa Marie Barton, BS
Haley Kristine Bassett, BS

Jimmy Lee Dunham, BS
Katie Ann Edgell, BS
Stephanie Lynn Edgington, BS
Kimbrea Venae Edwards, BS
Chelsea Rose Engel, BS
Diana M. Escareno, BA
Karyn Anne Eurich, BA
Jennifer Marie Everett, BA
Laurel Kathleen Fauster, BS
Jackson Thomas Felty, BS
Rebekah Betts Fisher, BS
Marlene Flores, BA
Andrea Christine Fontana, BA
Kasey Breanna Ford, BS
Heather Loren Francis, BS
Encarnación Fuentes, BA
Sharon Christine Fulcher, BA
Sheena Kristine Gallagher, BA
Alexandria Midorie Galloway, BS
Jessica DeAnn Gant, BS
Alexander Julian Garcia, BS
Kandice Madison Garner, BS
Melinda Grace Garza, BS
Savannah Claire Gibson, BS
Jeanette M. Gillespie, BS
Stanford Damon Glasco, BA
Katelyn Michelle Glesmann, BS
Nancy Gomez, BA
Deborah Kay Gray, BS
Devin Dshae Green, BS
Bradley Richard Griffin, BS
David Thomas Grimes lll, BA
Vianca Azucena Guevara, BA
Ceci Ibhett Gutierrez, BA
Ashley Nicole Guzman, BA
Stacey Dlynn Hallam, BA
Caitlin Shevon Hanscom, BS
Moniqua Latris Harvey, BA
Johnathan Olajawon Hawkins, BA
Mariyah S. Hawkins, BA
Sarah Elizabeth Hawthorne, BA
Krystal Lee Heilman, BA
Kaycee Lynn Hendrix, BS
Isaac Anthony Heredia, BA
Amy Nicole Hernandez, BS
Capri Alyse Hernandez, BS
Carlos Herbert Hernandez Jr., BA
Devon Michelle Hernandez, BA
Kimberly Anne Hernandez, BS
Jessica Anne Hickman, BA
Jeffry Allen Hinze, BS
Sarah Beth Hirsch, BS
Taylor Michael Holt, BS
Dena Ruth Horne, BS
Eric Jason House, BS
Amber R. Hughes, BS
Robert Harvey Buxton Humphreys Jr., BA
Mary Danielle Hurd, BS
Dustin Brian Hutchinson, BA
Cheryl Christine Jahani, BS
Emily Reñee Janicek, BA

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson (right) addressed 
the student body in 1953.

Jeanie Marie Newman, BA
Plamen Georgiev Novakov, BA
Edward Louis Numa, BA
Katheryn Jo O'Dell, BS
Temitope Olufunmilayo Oguntona, BS
Alyson Ray Olde, BS
Kelsey Nicol O'Malley, BA
Ryan Tracy Page, BA
Gina Michele Palermo, BS
Francisco Martinez Palomo ll, BA
Raquel Parada, BA
Christopher Jordan Parker, BA
Kendra Wrene Parker, BA
Brenda Louise Pavelka, BS
Shaun Christopher Perry, BS
Steven Gregory Perry, BS
Bryan William Phillips lll, BS
Lauren Ashlee Phillips, BA
Bridget Lecole Phipps, BS
Robert Donald Ponder, BS
Chelsie Ann Pratt, BA
Meghan Elizabeth Purcell, BS
Haleigh Allyn Pustka, BA
Crystal Marie Quezada, BA
Allyson Dawn Quigley, BS
Adrienne Leah Quinn, BA
William Anthony Rainey, BS
Mayra Alexandra Ramirez, BA
Kelley Ann Rawls, BA
Brittany Tyler Re, BA
Jennifer Nicole Reed, BS
Nadia Julissa Reyes-Espinoza, BA
Cory Jontrae Riles, BS
Kathryn Michelle Ritter, BS
Catherine Kim Rivera, BA
Christine Maria Rivers, BA
Jessica Nicole Rivers, BA
Savannah Rivers, BA
Adam Lewis Robinson, BA
Thomas Blake Robson, BA
Brandi Nicole Roddy, BS
Leann Louise Ross, BS
Adam Michael Ruehl, BA
Emily Ann Sacchieri, BA
Adam John Sampere, BS
Randi Clare Sampson, BS
William Penrod Samuel, BA
Marlene Sapien, BA
Sarah Marie Scherzer, BS
Jessica Lynn Schmidt, BS
Blair Rebecca Schorck, BA
Helen Renee Schultz, BS
Kelley D. Schulze, BA
Zachary Thomas Sebo, BA
Kandice Alyse Sharpe, BA
Chiquita Shenea Sherman, BS
Matthew O. Simpson, BA
Christopher Michael Slovak, BA
Donald David Smith lll, BA
Justin Richard Smith, BA
Kristina Ashley Smith, BA

Melinda Hawkins Smith, BS
Shelley Rachael Smith, BA
Zoe Sommers, BA
Levi Clint Square, BS
Carli R. Steele, BS
Kasie Elizabeth Stevens, BS
Nadia Taha, BS
Ashley Diane Tanner, BA
Nasya Mioshi Taylor, BA
Champale R. Thomas, BS
Jasmine Nicole Thomas, BS
Jessica Nicole Thomas, BS
Jacqueline Turcato-Gray, BA
Deanna Renee Tyler, BS
Maria Antonia Vera, BA
Michele Nicole Villareal, BS
Liam Vincent, BS
Kristina Marie Wachel, BA
Mallory Gayle Wanless, BA
John Frank Ward, BA
Jon Bland Warncke, BA
Rachael Renee Watson, BA
Nicole Ann Weiss, BA
Kristen Marie Wenzel, BS
Shauna René Wharen, BA
Katherine Danielle Williams, BS
Linda Michelle Williams, BS
Tracy Kay Williams, BA
Natalie Wilson, BA
Courtney Rene Winstead, BA
Elizabeth Wise, BS
Marlo Mahal Witherspoon, BS
Vanessa F. Wright, BS
Elizabeth C. Yarberry, BA
Christopher James Yeager, BA
Bailee Christine York, BA
Damian C. Zabava, BS
Shelby Nicole Zachary, BA
Daah Amin Zoubi, BS

Laura Elizabeth Jee, BS
Jordon Miller Jeter, BS
Angela Jean Johansson, BA
Chloe Joelle Joyner, BA
Jennifer Elise Jozwiak, BS
Susan Pendley Kier, BA
Brandon W. Kimery, BS
Katie Renee Kiser, BS
Matyas P. Kolev, BS
Brandon Frank Kotzur, BS
Lauryn Nicole Kunning, BS
Spencer Ray Langley, BA
Annette Marie Laviolette - Freund, BS
Forrest A. LeBlanc, BA
David Aaron Lee, BA
Kellie Diane Lemm, BA
Caitlin Grace LeVine, BA
Katherine Marie Looney, BA
Katherine Ludwig, BA
Veronica Rae Lunsford, BS
Tabitha L. Makai, BS
Ashley Marie Malin, BS
Christina Marie Mamer, BA
Rachel Benae Marble, BA
Cori Anne Margerum, BA
Cesar Osvaldo Marroquin, BS
Mitchell Alan Marsh, BA
Christopher Lee Martinez, BS
Daniel William Martinez, BA
Amber Nicole Massey, BS
Sylvester Mayfield, BA
Derek Alan Mayrant, BS
Angel Nicole McAdoo, BS
Brooke Lauren McAdoo, BS
Samantha Christine McCord, BS
Colleen Adaire Mc Kinney, BA
Richard Marshall McKinney, BS
Gregory Marshall McMahon, BS
Hailey Rianne McShan, BS
Kristy Lenn Meaux, BS
Whitney Marie Meissner, BS
Laura Guadalupe Mejia Jaime, BS
Mirna Elizabeth Mendoza, BS
Isaac Sabahat Mirza, BA
Kimberly Ann Mitchell, BA
Ashley Nicole Mokerski, BA
Mellissa Nydia Molina-Franklin, BS
Sarah Elizabeth Montagne, BS
Jessica Erin Montoya, BS
A. Jeremy Moore, BS
Misty Karr Morawski, BS
Servando Morquecho Jr., BS
Kailey Layne Morrison, BA
Brittany Lorraine Mullins, BS
Mayra Munoz, BA
Jacqueline Anna Muratorri, BA
Gracy Lizeth Murillo, BA
Angelina Ashley Mutter, BS
Montana Marie Myers, BS
Peggy Nahidi, BS
John Raymond Nepveux, BS

College of Humanities and Social SciencesCollege of Humanities and Social Sciences
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2004
First Ring Ceremony and 125th year of operation.

2003
SHSU makes its first appearance in the NCAA Basketball Tournament.

2005
Raven’s Nest Golf Course is purchased.

College of
sCienCes
Dr. John B. Pascarella, Dean
  On behalf of the College of Sciences, I extend congratulations to you on your 
significant accomplishment of completing the requirements for graduation. This is a 
milestone in your life and an achievement in which you can always take pride.
The College of Sciences incorporates the philosophy of a liberal arts education with 
the training for a position in the scientific community. Thus, your education provides 
you with the skills of critical thinking and the understanding of diverse cultures 
along with the knowledge of your scientific field. You are well equipped to leave Sam 
Houston State University and become a valuable professional in our society. As you 
further your career as a scientist, mathematician, or teacher, you will take with you the 
knowledge, experience and history of this University. I am sure that you will use this 
association well and continue to enhance the reputation of our institution.
  It is with great pride that the College of Sciences and Sam Houston State 
University confer upon you a degree. You have earned this recognition because of 
your hard work during your academic program. With this degree you can now enter 
the next stage of your life. In this endeavor I wish you success and happiness. You are 
now a professional representative of the College of Sciences and I am sure that our 
reputation is in good hands.

Dr. John B. Pascarella, Dean

Governor Rick Perry signing the proclamation for the 125th anniversary of SHSU.

Master Degree Candidates
Erica Michelle Alexander, MS
Andrew August Barnes, MS
Tejaswi Bhoga, MS
Ashley Louise Bogrand, MS
Brandon Keith Brashear, MS
Ryan Thomas Cameron, MS
Leonardo P. Carvajal, MS
Avinash Kumar Goud Chandragiri, MS
Autumn Nicole Crawford, MS
Manjari Dissanayake, MS
Jinat Fatema, MS
Travis Wade Hardcastle, MS
Jessica Marie Hawley, MS
Shuyuan Huang, MS
Zemfira Huseynli, MS
Umakanth Kamarushi, MS
Bhima Rao Katragadda, MS
Sreyasi Kolli, MS
Donny Jacob Ohana, MS
Donald D. Osmeyer Jr., MS
Casey Janeece Page, MS
Benjamin Scott Paul, MS
Sridivya Penmetsa, MS
Janaka Suranga Sampath Liyanage 
  Peragaswaththe Liyanage, MS
Akshay Vijayrao Pohekar, MS
Noel Purcell Jr., MA
Bharath Reedy Seelam, MS
Rajitha Minusha Silva, MS
Andrew Mark Stoddard, MS
JoAnne Kapushy Taylor, MA
Jaquincy Towns, MS
Max Chi-An Tsai, MS
Samantha Jordan Ullrich, MS
Vineet Vijayan, MS
Krystal Nicole Woods, MS
Yang Zhang, MS

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Sahar Ali, BS
Bethany Ja'Nese Allen, BS
Brian Samuel Allen, BS
Derrick Noel Almeida, BS
Troy Aaron Amador, BS
Clint Russell Anders, BS
Emily Bryson Ashe, BS
Charles S. Averett, BS
Amber Rose Bain, BS
Ashley M. Baker, BS
Jordan Else Nicole Baker, BS
Jeremy Keith Balderrama, BS
Brian Douglas Barton, BS
Stephanie Pauline Basiliere, BS
Rachel Elaine Bauer, BS
Chad Eric Belanger, BS
Stephanie Michelle Belt, BS
Erin Marie Marian Berger, BS
Audra Rose Berry, BS
Ashley Lynn Bishop, BS
William Garrett Blackmon, BS

Wesley Chance Bloomfield, BS
Jasmine Marie Boone, BSN
Phillip Wayne Bourland, BS
Brittany Morgan Braaton, BS
Brittney Louise Bradfield, BS
Jennifer Lynn Bradley, BS
Charles Robert Bransom, BS
Tyler Joseph Brent, BA
Grant Thomas Briggs, BS
Jacob Hunter Brock, BS
David Duane Brockhausen, BS
Leroy James Brooks, BA
Aaron Michael Broussard, BS
Christopher Charles Brown, BS
David Ray Buckner, BAAS
Summer Dianne Burns-Moore, BS
Solomon Scott Butler, BS
Ryan Myles Byrne, BS
Zachary William Cadwallader, BS
Heather Raylene Cammack, BSN
Cayla Jory Campbell, BAAS
Brandi Chantillia Cannon, BA
Brenda Karina Cantu, BS
Jorge Esteban Cantu, BS
Steven Lamar Caphart Jr., BS
William Kyle Carr, BS
Dean Joseph Casburn, BS
Jeremy Dustin Catchings, BS
Perlita Reyes Cervantes, BS
Kelsey Leigh Clark, BS
Marlee Niccole Clark, BS
J'tionne Jerome Cleveland, BS
Heather Renee Coats, BS
Cody Jon Coffel, BS
Kelly Colmar Cogan, BS
Kevin Allen Cohn, BS
Elizabeth Ann Combs, BS
Clifton Ray Conner, BA
Lauren Alicia Conner, BS
Victoria Lynne Cooper, BS
Joshua James Cornett, BS
Cody Ryan Crawford, BS
Melanie Leigh Cumberledge, BS
Brianna Machelle Cunningham, BS
James Thomas Curtis Jr., BS
Ryan Joseph Dach, BS
Ashley Gwen Davies, BSN
Joshua Luke Davis, BS
Molly Jewel Davis, BS
Mark Anthony Denman, BS
Blake H. Dickens, BS
Blake M. Dornak, BS
Charles Michael Doughty, BS
Massie N. DuBose, BS
Anna Cecelia Duke, BS
Kyle William Durr, BS
Tiffanie Ann Dwyer, BAAS
Danny Kenneth Early, BS
Michael Aarash Ebrahimi, BS
Autumn Walker Eddy, BS
Shea Marie Ehlert, BAAS

Hanna Rae Eiland, BS
Norma Brittany Ellington, BAAS
Chris A. Espitia, BS
Gerritt Lee Evans, BS
Afiya N. Extavour, BS
Jonathan David Fair, BS
Brittany LeAnn Fajkus, BS
Jordan Matthew Farmer, BS
Kelly Michelle Feagan, BSN
Tyler Jarrad Fiebrich, BS
Kylie Erin Fitzgerald, BS
Gilmore Ray Flautt, BS
Ryan Edward Florack, BS
Brandis Marie Ford, BS
Christopher Michael Ford, BS
Kathryn Jane Foster, BS
Matthew James Foster, BS
Matthew John Frazier, BS
Robin Lynn Gajeske, BAAS
Stephine Lynn Ganzer, BS
Matthew Thomas Garrow, BS
Enrique Rimoni Garza, BA
Katherine Elise Gavrelos, BGS
Heather LeeAnne Gokey, BS
Melissa Gomez Gonzales, BS
Stacie Gudelia Gray, BS
Phillip Edward Grekstas, BS
John Clinton Taylor Griffith, BS
Jordan Amanda Grundman, BS
Kristen Michael Guillen, BS
Takeysha M. Guillory, BS
Jacob Paul Hagood, BS
Crystal Nicole Harman, BS
Tracey Ransdell Harmeier, BGS
Eric Landon Hartman, BS
Cody Christopher Hatcher, BS
Aaron M. Haynes, BS
Jesse Alan Hellums, BS
Daniel Ray Hendricks, BS

The 67-foot tall statue of General Sam 
Houston was completed in 1994 by artist, 
David Adickes, Huntsville native and Sam 
Houston State University graduate.

College of Sciences
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College of Sciences

2010
Dr. Dana Gibson becomes the first female president of SHSU.

2011
SHSU rodeo team wins three national titles at the CNFR and Bearkats football team makes its first FCS Championship appearance.

Joseph Dare Henson, BS
Zachary Robert Herrin, BS
Christian James Hess, BS
Kyle Jeffery Holt, BS
Heather Ann Hughes, BS
Tierra J. Hunter, BSN
Christina Juliet Huston, BS
Jennifer Lynne Idle, BS
David Allen Iiams, BS
Courtney Renee Jackson, BS
Brandi Nicole James, BS
J. Storme Jannise, BS
Tyler Ray Johnson, BS
Robert Loren Jones, BS
Jacob Lawrence Juneau, BS
Kailash K C, BS
Melissa Kay Kalinec, BS
Amena Shabbir Katba, BS
Sean Christopher Kelley, BS
Thomas Blair Kelley, BS
Justin James Kelly, BS
Shelby Taylor Kent, BS
Jenea Danielle Keyes, BS
Subash Kharel, BS
Rebecca Michelle Kleppel, BS
Kaylee Lynn Knighten, BS
Victoria Rose Kollar, BS
Jacob Robert Kreutzer, BS
Joeshua Terence Ladouceur, BAAS
Kamal Lamichhane, BS
Melissa Sue Lawson, BS
Abby Lea Lewis, BS
Lauren Kelsey Lindemann, BSN
Kourtney Lanae Lorenz, BS
Marcus Lee Lowe, BS
Jacob M. Luna, BS
Jared Michael Lynch, BS
Timothy Paul Macor, BAAS

John Riley Maertz, BS
Michael Allen Mann, BS
Martha Carolina Manzanarez, BS
Roxana Veronica Maravilla, BAAS
James Lee Marek, BS
Jess Anthony Marlar, BS
Robert Edward Matus lll, BS
Niterion Dewayne Mc Bride, BS
Sarah Audrey McRae, BS
Jessica Lynn McWilliams, BS
Ashley Ann Meyer, BS
Everett Allen Meza, BS
Amanda Casey Miller, BS
Lake Ernest Minwell, BS
Maxsimino Aviles Montes, BS
Daniel Jason Moore, BS
Krista Nicole Morris, BSN
Cassie Dyanne Morrison, BS
Chelsea Kay Muller, BS
Zachary Andrew Murski, BS
Catherine M. Nava, BS
Maelani Nicole Negrito, BS
Samantha Elizabeth Newton, BS
Alison Thanh Nguyen, BS
Johnny Thien Nguyen, BS
Christopher Michael Noack, BS
Meredith J. Norman, BGS
Lacey Nicole Norris, BS
David Lee Norwood lll, BS
Danicka Oglesby, BS
Chiamaka Crystal Okorie, BS
Daniela Francisca Ortiz, BS
Bailey Erinn Owens, BS
James William Padgett, BS
Elizabeth Anne Parrish, BS
Christopher R. Phillips, BS
Jarod Michael Phillips, BS
Ashley Nicole Pike, BS
Charles Michael Pinkard, BS
John Westley Pittman, BS
Steven Michael Poe, BS
Jessica Kay Powers, BS
Walter Brian Puckett, BS
Urooj Iqbal Qureshi, BA
Elizabeth Elaine Rahman, BS
Adam David Ray, BS
Charree Maria Reagan, BSN
Robert Daniel Reeves, BS
Scott Tyler Rhoden, BS
Janaye Nicole Richardson, BS
Kaitlyn Elise Richardson, BS
Jonathan Robert William Rieke, BS
Patrick Andrew Robb, BS
Brandon Wayne Roessler, BS
Jorge Luis Rojas, BS
Emily Louise Rossi, BS
Robyn Lavon Salerno, BS
Chad Steven Savino, BAAS
Alexis Adriana Seeley, BA
Lauren Rebecca Segura, BSN
Sara Elaine Seidel, BS

Jacqualyn Elizabeth Sequeira, BSN
James Edward Shortt lll, BS
Asia Ivoneshia Singer, BGS
Hayley Nicole Sladecek, BS
Michael Christian Smathers, BAAS
Amber Nicole Smith, BS
Heather Racheal Smith, BS
Jordan Bae Smith, BS
William Carol Smith, BS
Zachary Ryan Smith, BS
Jonathan William Snapp, BS
Lacey Laurine Snyder, BS
Sebastian Soto ll, BS
Chad Richard Stone, BS
Clarissa Renee Stone, BS
Saraswati Subedi, BS
Jennifer Maree Swenson, BS
Jarrod E. Taylor, BS
Macye Michelle Taylor, BS
Lindsey Nicole Teggeman, BS
Quanmalo T. Tejan-Kella, BS
Karna Bahadur Thapa, BS
Bhimsen Thapa Chhetri, BS
Durell Lamar Thompson, BS
Victoria French Thompson, BS
Ronald Jared Thornton, BS
Emily Louise Totman, BS
Ryan Jacob Towery, BS
Sarah Ann Trammell, BS
Joe Cruz Treviño lll, BS
Terra Nicole Troxell, BS
Dean Allen Trussell, BS
Kasey Michael Ullrich, BS
Kenneth Michael Urban, BS
Amber Nicole Valdes, BSN
Jorge David Valdez, BS
Ginger Grace Vann, BS
Fernando Vera, BAAS
Timothy Joseph Verastegui, BS
Rocco J. Verducci, BS
Jacob Lloyd Vincik, BS
Natalie Gabrielle Vinson, BS
Ashlyn Michelle Voigt, BS
Timothy James Walker, BS
Victoria Kathryn Walles, BS
Tucker Joseph Watkins, BS
Patricia Shyan Weakley, BS
David Anthony Wilhite, BS
Jody Dan Williams, BS
John Wesley Williams, BS
Malea Latrice Williams, BS
Soametria J'Nea Williams, BS
Jessica Nichole Winborn, BS
Jared Heath Winstead, BS
Brynn Megan Wittie, BS
Shawn Thomas Wood, BS
Daniel Alan Wrentz, BS
Feng Xin, BS
Jenny Lynn Zoch, BS

Sam Houston takes pride in welcoming all 
non-traditional students.

Special Thanks
ConvoCations

Committee
G. Keith Jenkins, Chair
Mark Tuttle, Vice Chair

M. Douglas Berg, Vice Chair

Special Thanks

College of BUsiness
administration

Jonathan Brazeale
Kathy Hill

Kurt Jesswein
W. Hadley Leavell

Juiliana Lilly
Balasundram Maniam

Steve Nenninger
Joey Robertson
Jeffery Strawser
Robert Stretcher

College of Criminal 
JUstiCe

Joan Bytheway
David Gangitano

Jurg Gerber
Howard Henderson

Holly Miller

College of edUCation
William V. Hyman

Rosanne S. Keathley
Joyce McCauley
Melinda Miller
Gary L. Oden
Matt Wagner
Joan Williams

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND 
MASS COMMUNICATION

Kathy Daniel
Karen Miller
Tom Seifert

College of hUmanities and 
soCial sCienCes

Laura P. Burleson
Lee F. Courtney

Bernadette Pruett

College of sCienCes
Doug Kingman

Joe Muller
Dwayne Pavelock

Rick White

other memBers
Angela Buckner

Maria Busby
Edward L. Chatal
Richard F. Eglsaer

Douglas J. Greening
Kevin Morris
Scott Plugge 
Teresa Ringo
Mark Shiflet
Lucia Sigmar
Laura Sullivan
Eugene Young
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Office of Alumni Relations
The Alumni Association exists to serve and 
sustain the Sam Houston State University 
alumni network. Serving the best interests 
of our members is a top priority, and it is 
our hope that you find your membership 
worthy of continuing for years to come. 
Whether you become a life member or 
choose to renew your membership each 
year, you are important to the Alumni 
Association and the university. A strong 
university is the result of a strong alumni 
association. We need your continued 
support each year to ensure SHSU remains 
an outstanding public university. 
Your ability to connect with your alumni 
network is your most valuable SHSU 
asset — right up there with your SHSU 

S

a m  H o u s t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

R i n g  T r a d i t i o n

degree. Ultimately, a strong alumni network 
enhances the value of a SHSU degree. More 
than 8,000 alumni have already discovered 
that the best way to stay connected and 
show their Bearkat pride is to join the 
alumni association. 
In addition to such tangible benefits as the 
Kat Konnection Newsletter, lapel pin and 
the automobile decal, one of the primary 
benefits of membership is knowing that 
you are making a difference in the lives 
of students, faculty and staff here at Sam 
Houston State University. Each year the 
association provides financial support for 
student scholarships.

Advantages of Alumni Association 
membership:
•	Invitation	to	special	events
•	Access	to	Career	Services
•	Alumni	networking
•	Alumni	publications
•	Monthly	Sam	e-newsletter
•	Alumni	Savings	Connection	(check:	

alumni.shsu.edu for discount listings)
•	Regional	Alumni	Clubs	&	Special	Interest	

Groups
	 •	Austin	Club
	 •	Austin/Washington	County	Club
	 •	Bay	Area	Club
	 •	Cowtown	Area	Club
	 •	Greater	Dallas	Area	Club
	 •	Huntsville	Area	Club
	 •	North	Harris/Montgomery	County	Club
	 •	Hispanic	Alumni	&	Friends
	 •	Black	Alumni	&	Friends	

the offiCial ring of sam hoUston state University

To contact the SHSU Alumni Association call 800.283.7478, or visit us online at
www.alumni.shsu.edu. The Alumni Association is your Bearkat connection!

The Official Sam Houston State 
University Ring has been created as 
an everlasting symbol of our esteem 
for the university and our bond with 
each other. A committee that included 
students, alumni, faculty and university 
administration chose the design of the 
Official Ring in 2003. The committee’s 
goal was to develop a distinctive design 
that would reflect pride in Sam Houston 
State University, be easily identifiable, 
and stand the test of time.

Cast into the inside of the ring is the 
word “Honor.” When Sam Houston 
joined the U.S. Army in 1813, Elizabeth 
Houston (Sam Houston’s mother) 
understood her son’s decision. She 
called Sam to her side and handed him 
a musket saying “never disgrace it: for 
remember I had rather all my sons should 
fill one honorable grave, than one of 
them should turn his back to save his 
life.” She told him to always remember, 
“while the door to my cottage is open 

to brave men, it is eternally shut against 
cowards.” Elizabeth Houston placed a 
small gold band on his finger with a one-
word inscription — honor.
The Official Ring Ceremony is held 
each spring. Please visit us online at 
alumni.shsu.edu for additional details. 
Participants are required to RSVP with 
the Office of Alumni Relations to reserve 
their space at least one week prior to the 
ceremony. 

http://www.alumni.shsu.edu

